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Introduction 



In parts 1-3 of this series, we were introduced to Stewart 
Udall, a “Jack Mormon” who made a conscience driven 
separation from the church in his early adult life. Despite his 
departure from the Saints, Udall lived a life of moral courage 
in a time of racism and segregation, culminating in a public 
letter to the editor in the Mormon journal “Dialogue” in 
1967. He wrote the letter while sitting in office as Secretary of 
the Interior — the highest ranking and most visible Mormon in 
political office at the time. His letter was an appeal for full 
fellowship of black men and women in the church and a call 
to abandon false teachings about a “divine curse” which had 
served to justify religious segregation within Mormonism itself. 





The Letter 



It is helpful to review the main points of Udall’ s letter: 

• Society is awakening to the concepts of racial equality and universal brotherhood 

• As a result, the LDS Church teachings and policies on black people will come under criticism. 

• Church teachings and policy about blacks is wrong and must be changed. 

• Church teachings and policy hurts the black members and degrades the white members. 

• Early Mormons held non-racist views, changed for expediency. 

• As the policy of polygamy was changed, so too can the teachings and policy on race. 

• The giving of Priesthood to black members had been prophesied — surely that day has come. 





The Letter 



While Udall received several letters congratulating him on his 
courageous stand, many more letters were received from members 
who disagreed with his position. Remember that in writing a 
public, open letter, Udall was airing Mormonism’s dirty laundry 
for all the world to see. He essentially called every Prophet from 
Brigham Young onward a false teacher in regards to race. He 
contradicted the most widely held interpretations of scripture 
about a divine curse and skin color. As a member, outside of 
Church leadership, he committed the sin of attempting to tell 
Church Authorities where they were wrong and what they should 
be doing. All of these things are strictly taboo in Mormon church 
culture, even today. What do you suppose the other rank and file 
members seeing a public figure call out their beloved Prophet and 
doctrine in such a way would say to Udall if they had a chance? 




THE RESPONSES 






The Responses 



Well, it is possible to find out. After Stewart Udall’s very 
public career and a life in Government and environmental 
activism, he donated his papers to the University of 
Arizona. In his collection, he kept a file of all the responses 
he received from members after publishing his letter. 
Those letters serve as a sort of time capsule of Mormon 
attitudes and thought about race, deference to authority 
and interpersonal relations between orthodox and 
unorthodox members of the church. In each instance, the 
Mormon who wrote to castigate Udall was empowered to 
feel completely justified because they were defending the 
position which the very Prophet and Apostles of Christ 
had told them was right for their entire lives. 






January 28 , 



1968 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 



These are letters received in response to my article in 
DIALOGUE Magaznie entitled "An Appeal for The Dis- 
solution of the Anti-Negro Doctrine". 

These letters represent a fascinating cross-section of 
Mormon thought on this issue. As I had no desire to 
be argumentative, replies were not sent to most of 
these letters. The one exception was that I did write 
out longhand replies to most of my friends who wrote 
in order to thank them for their support. 










The Responses 



Rather than look at the several letters 
individually, let’s examine the themes that showed 
up in letter after letter which begin to paint a 
picture of how Mormons have been culturally 
trained to deal with those who dissent. I present 
extracted comments that Udall received, sorted 
by theme. 




ATTACKING THE 
MESSENGER 



Attacking the Messenger 



By insulting Udall, readers may have felt that they could negate 
any of the issues or points that he made. This is a common “ad 
hominem” argument which diverts attention from the issue at 
hand. 



"I think your article to the magazine 
trying to tell the "LDS church" what 
to do about the negro is asinine, out 
of gear and certainly you must be 
out of your mind. Are you running 
out of problems to solve? Who made 
you so omnipotent that you feel you 
can solve a problem Abel could not 
solve nor apparently Adam nor 
Lincoln nor Eisenhower nor Truman, 
nor that violence-maker Martin Luther 
King?" 

(Negative Letter 8) 
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"Throughout the history of the church 
it has followed a consistent pattern 
that all ill-informed, unworthy, 
disloyal and apostate members are 
quick to try to outline the affairs of 
the church and set it in order. The 
more a member of the church breaks 
the laws of God and disregards the 
statutes of the church the more he will 
tell others how to live 
them." (Negative Letter 12) 
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"You absolute nut 

shout down Ne 
Carmichael and th 
Muslim - Why don't 
enemy lies" 
(Negative Letter 14) 
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Interior Secretary Challenges ChurchV^ 
to Admit Race to Full Membershfa i/N* 



PALO ALTO (UPt)— 
Interior Secretary Stewart 
L. Udall has challenged 
the Church of .Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints to end 
its discrimination against 
Negroes by admitting 
them to full membership 
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the church’s membership. 
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"Every- Mormon knows 
that his church teaches 
that the day will come 
when the Negro will be 
given full fellowship," 
Udall wrote. "Surely that 
day has come. All around 
us* the Negro is proving 
his worth when accepted 
into the society of free 
men . „ . surely God i.s 
speaking to us now, telling 
us that the time is here." 

The interior secretary, 
whose grandparents were 
among the Mormons who 
settled north ear Arizona, 
said, "Tb^/n'ine curse 
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but surely we harm our- 
selves even more." 

G. Wesley Johnson, one 
of Dialogue’s managing 
editors, said the letter had 
arrived unsolicited from 
Udall. It was released 
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"You like to shoot off your mouth 
about the Church with your errors. 

You are an ignorant man lacking in 
knowledge and understanding of 
the Gods. You can get a bill passed in 
U.S. making polygamy legal again. 
Adults involved consenting is legal!" 
(Negative Letter 20) 
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"It is strange that a man with as much 
knowledge would use such little 
wisdom in expressing himself. We are 
iving in a day when those in high 
political offices should be working for 
peace and goodwill among all people 
instead of stirring up unrest." 
(Negative Letter 26) 




Mesa, Arizona 65201 
May 25, 1967 



Honorable Stewart Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington D.C. 

Honorable Sir: 

After reading that article in the Arizona Repuhlic quoting you - your ideas 
as to the stand the Church I eaders should take toward the negroes has 
provoked me to the point I can't refrain from writing to you. Every L.D.S. 
feel3 as I do and also many others that are not L.D.S. 

My Catholic neighbor said to me, "Why did he ever bring in the Church?" 

That is what we all would like to know. What was your motive? 

Did you feel that it would raise your prestige; or make you appear broader- 
minded and to have risen above social customs as you intimated the Church 
leaders were bonded to? 

It is strange that a man with as much knowledge would use such little wisdom 
in expressing himself. We are living in a cay when those in high political 
offices should be working for peace and goodwill among all people instead of 
stirring up unrest. 

If you know anything about Church government, you should know that David 
O. McKay is the mouth piece of God and he does not take such matters in 
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to have him do. This, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of L atterday Saints is not just another social organiz- 
ation that can change its laws and by-laws to suite the will of its members. 

Jesus Christ is still at the head of His Church and His Will will be carried 
out by those who have been called to do so. 

If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has made it known, that all 
1 .D.S. Negroes elegible for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many 
of th£ vast negro race would that affect? A comparatively small handful would 
be included. Those few I .D.S. Negroes are not among those who are 
making an issue of it. They are happy in being members of Christ' s Church 
and are joyfully looking forward to that promised day when they will be given 
the Priesthood. They realize that they have so much more than those who 
are not members. 

No, it isn't the L.D.S. Negroes who are making an issue of it. Communistic 
agitators and a few others who are stirring up trouble. 

Mr. Udall, remember what happened to that one of the Children of Israel who 
tried to steady the Ark of the Covenant after they all had been told not to touch it. 
'lake that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to tell President McKay 
what to do. This is a time for us all to see to it that our lamps are trimmed 
and full of oil. 



Yours very truly, 





"...Sir, you are a disgrace to 
humanity." 

(Negative Letter 38) 








Secretary Stewart Ucall 
Secretary of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Udall: 



i am writing in reference to ycur statement 
published in the San Jose Mercury this V.a y 19, 

1967, in regards to the church mending its ways 
and modernizing itself with the times. The item 
commented on the fact that you were a life time 
member and of the pioneer heritage of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. This 
I find hard to believe after a disgraceful comment 
such as this unless, sir, you are a member by 
means of being born under the covenent and not an 
active priesthood holder. Regardless, sir, T 
suggest that you call your stake president and 
request that your name be removed from the record 
of the church . 

I can think of nothing mere degrading than 
to use a church, any church, for political motives. 
I am not especially in favor of Romney, but T do 
not approve of using your own religion and speaking 
against something that is a revealed commandment of 
God. Sir, you are a disgrace to a 1 1 humanity. 



Cordially^ 




Fresident 



PD/nm 





APPEAL TO MAJORITY 



Appeal to Majority 



Some readers took comfort in the fact that they saw many of their fellow 
Mormons react with the same revulsion that they did when reading Udall’s 
letter. Since Mormons excel at following the teachings of the Brethren at 
the head of the church, then it is no surprise that they would find 
themselves in the majority of members who heeded the call to “follow the 
Prophet” when it came to issues of race. It was Udall and any liberal 
progressive intellectual mormons who supported him who were in the 
minority and went against the teachings of the Church. An appeal to the 
majority or “argumentum ad populum” is another fallacious argument 
which diverts attention away from the issue at hand. 



"I thought it fitting that you know 

how many of the members of the 
LDS church and perhaps all, feel 
about such a ridiculous and stupid 
statement on your part..." 

(Negative Letter 12) 
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"Is it colossal ignorance or political 
viciousness? I recently shared the 
extremely disgusting experience of 
reading a feature article on the front 
page of Nevada's largest newspaper 
entitled "Ends LDS Bias - Udall" I say 
"shared" because without 
exception, every member of the 
church of high and low position - 
with whom I have discussed your 
"demand" has looked upon it with 
utter disdain and incredulity. " 
(Negative Letter 14) 
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, as thousands of other people, have 
been extremely upset at a recent news 
article published under an associated 
press date line. My feelings are such 



that 



feel a desire to communicate 



them to you. It is difficult for me to 
understand why an individual with your 
religious background, education, and 
political stature would make such an off- 
hand comment concerning the Mormon 
religion and their revealed doctrine 
concerning the Negros" 

(Negative Letter 24) 



Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 



Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
May 24, 1967 
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Honorable Mr. Udall: 




1 * 



1, as thousands of other people, have been extremely upset at a recent news 
article published under an associated press date line. My feelings are such 
that I feel a desire to communicate them to you. 



It is difficult for me to understand why an Individual with your religious 
background, education, and political stature would make such an off-hand 
comment concerning the Mormon religion and their revealed doctrine concerning 
the Negros. You have stated "It is inevitable that national attention would 
be focused on what critics have called 'anti-Negro doctrine' of the L.D.S. 
Church." If the priesthood is so important to you Mr. Udall, why are you not 
honoring it? Is your life so full of party politics (Great Society) that you 
have moved away from the belief structure of your parents? Is it now that you 
are so concerned with your job that you want to focus "national attention" on 
something that you think would be damaging to God fearing people? I have 
served with various Negro people in positions of responsibility within the 
Mormon Church that have accepted the revealed explanation of their present denial 
of the priesthood. They also are aware of the future eternal opportunities that 
will be made available to them. What are you doing with your future eternal 
opportunities? 



I resent the fact that you have termed it "sad irony" that the Church denies 
"full fellowship to the Negros." If the priesthood is so important to you, 
as well as the rest of the world, in order to attain full fellowship in the 
Church, then why are you not representing yourself as a son of God by attracting 
people so that they can receive full fellowship? Over two million people now 
belong to the Mormon Church. It is the fastest growing Church in the world, by 
percentage growth. Now that a certain individual may play an Important role 
in politics next year it i£ "sad irony" that politics must be used as a tool. 

Our great former President, John P. Kennedy was allowed the right to believe 
his doctrine of the Catholic Church. Senators and Representatives on a 
national and state level supported him despite the fact that he was a Catholic. 



I would appreciate an explanation from you as to how the priesthood has become 
so almighty important to people who never before were even interested in the 
restored gospel. We must remember that a testimony and baptism must be 
accomplished before any male member is allowed to even be considered for the 
priesthood. What are you going to do now to assist in the conversion and 
baptism of these people so that from that day they will be allowed "full 
fellowship" in the restored Church? 



Sincerely, 
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"After reading that article in the Arizona 
Republic quoting you - your ideas as to 
the stand the Church Leaders should 
take toward the negroes has provoked 
me to the point I can't refrain from 
writing to you. Every L.D.S. feels as I do 
and also many others that are not 
L.D.S. ...What was your motive? Did you 
feel that it would raise your prestige; or 
make you appear broader-minded and to 
have risen above social customs as you 
intimated the Church leaders were 
bonded to?" 

(Negative Letter 26) 



Mesa, Arizona 65201 
May 25, 1967 



Honorable Stewart Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington D.C. 

Honorable Sir: 



After reading that article in the Arizona Republic quoting you - your ideas 
as to the stand the Church I eaders should take toward the negroes has 
provoked me to the point I can't refrain from writing to you. Every L.D.S. 
feel3 as I do and also many others that are not L.D.S. 

My Catholic neighbor said to me, "Why did he ever bring in the Church?" 

- hat is what we all would like to know. What was your motive? 

Did you feel that it would raise your prestige; or make you appear broader- 
minded and to have risen above social customs as you intimated the Church 
leaders were bonded to? 

It is strange that a man with as much knowledge would use such little wisdom 
in expressing himself. We are living in a day when those in high political 
offices should be working for peace and goodwill among all people instead of 
stirring up unrest. 

If you know anything about Church government, you should know that David 
O . McKay is the mouth piece of God and he does not take such matters in 
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to have him do. This, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of I atterday Saints is not just another social organiz- 
ation that can change its laws and by-laws to suite the will of its members. 
Jesus Christ is still at the head of His Church and His Will will be carried 
out by those who have been called to do so. 

If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has made it known, that all 
I .D.S. Negroes elegible for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many 
of thfe vast negro race would that affect? A comparatively small handful would 
be included. Those few I .D.S. Negroes are not among those who are 
making an issue of it. They are happy in being members of Christ' s Church 
and are joyfully looking forward to that promised day when they will be given 
the Priesthood. They realize that they have so much more than those who 
are not members. 



No, it isn't the L.D.S. Negroes who are making an issue of it. Communistic 
agitators and a few others who are stirring up trouble. 



Mr. Udall, remember what happened to that one of the Children of Israel who 
tried to steady the Ark of the Covenant after they all had been told not to touch it. 
lake that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to tell President McKay 
what to do. This is a time for us all to see to it that our lamps are trimmed 
and full of oil. 



Yours 



very truly, 




" I wish to inform you that many 
people including myself think that 
you're absolutely wrong in your ideas 
and behavior." 

(Negative Letter 41) 
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JACK MORMONS DON’T COUNT 



“Jack Mormons” don’t count 



By pointing out Udall’s status as a less than orthodox member, some 
readers were able to invalidate any of the points that Udall made. This 
is a special type of ad hominem argument known as “poisoning the 
well” in which the person making the argument is discredited as an 
individual, serving to negate the import of any arguments that are 
made. This fallacious rhetorical device also serves to distract from 
directly confronting the issues that Udall raised. 



"Why are you trying to get the 
Priesthood for other people 

when you value it so lightly" 

(Negative Letter 1 , archive.org) 
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YOU SHOULD PRACTICE WHAT ADAM CLAYTON POWELL PREACHES * KE|P_ 

THE FAITH BABY" DO YOU WANT THE DEMOCRATS HERE TO L0SE7 w£!x 
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WHEN YOU VALUE IT SO LIGHTLY 

BARKERS - HORNES - DRIGGS - CHRISTENSENS - RICES 
6TH AND 7TH GENERATIONS GOOD CHURCH MEMBERS AND DEMOCRATS; 
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"Prior to examining the substance of your 
position, I would like to examine you as an 
individual - to ascertain why you deem 
yourself a fit spokesman for the church. I 
certainly will not, nor cannot judge,... 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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...Mr. Secretary, but I have been told by several 
sources, including high level Washington sources 
when I attended law school there, that you do 

not in any substantial measure adhere to the 
standards of the LDS church. Is that true? Do 
you possess a temple recommend, Mr. 
Secretary? Are you living a life worthy of 
obtaining one? Do you live the Word of 
Wisdom? Pay a full tithing? etc. If you answer 
the aforementioned questions in the negative, 
then it is obvious why you would brazenly 
demand that the church forsake the word of the 
Lord and fall in line with the other churches - the 
church simply has no place of real meaning in 
your life." (Negative Letter 14) 
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"The statement in which you startled most of us 
Utahns with the demand on our church leaders 
that they should change their "pious" ways and 
allow the Negro the Priesthood. I don't 
suppose you have ever held the Priesthood, 
or you wouldn't have said what you did. This 
really surprises me coming from a member of 
the L.D.S. Church. I heard rumored that you 
were a member (on paper) . This explains a 
great deal. ...By the way, did you make the 
statement as a member of the L.D.S. Church or 
as an apostate? Just curious. I suggest that you 
do a little more reading of the standard works of 
the Church and less talking." 

(Negative Letter 16) 
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Mr, Stewart Udall, Secretary 
United States Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Secretary Udall s 
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Your announcement of a few days ago on the radio came as somewhat 
of a surprise. The statement in which you startled most of us 
Utahns with the demand on our church leaders that they should 
change their "pious" ways and allow the Negro the Priesthood. I 
don’t suppose you have ever held the Priesthood, or you wouldn't 
have said wnat you did. This really surprises me coming from a 
member of the L.D.S. Church. I heard rumored that you were a 
member (on paper) • This explains a great deal. 

An article appeared in Time Magazine a month or so ago with a few 
statements from you regarding this same doctrine. Seems a little 
odd, but I just can't seem to get the connection between the 
Department of Interior and L.D.S. Church doctrine regarding the 
Priesthood. By the way, did you make the statement as a member 
of the L.D.S. Church or as an apostate? Just curious. I suggest 
that you do a little more reading of the standard works of the 
Church and less talking. 

A few of the left-wing Church members seem to think that this 
doctrine is man-made. This fortunately is not true. This doctrine 
comes directly from our Father in Heaven, for which I'm grateful. 
When our Father in Heaven decides the time is right for the pro- 
phet to change the doctrine of the Church, I'm sure this will be 
uone - - but not until. 



I suggest that you take care of the business of the Interior such as 
spending more of our tax money that we don't have and leave the 
affairs of the L.D.S. Church doctrine to the leaders of the church. 

Respectfully, 









"But perhaps you have never humbled 
yourself enough to get a testimony and 
you cannot turn traitor to a God you 
have never known. Unless you cease your 
arrogance you will grow more bitter. The 
church may not disfellowship you or even 
pay any attention to your sniping." 
(Negative Letter 19) 
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"It seems to me that you have one foot in 
the church, one foot in your governmental 
job and an extra foot in your mouth. How 

can you possibly accept Joseph Smith as a 
Prophet of God, the Book of Mormon and 
other canonized books as divinely inspired 
and then defy the living Prophet. The only 
answer I can find is that you do not believe 
in the restoration of the Gospel and 
therefore it is quite easy to defy the 
Prophet and recommend changes in 
doctrine. 



May 23, 1967 



Dear Mr. Udall, 

, the last few months I have read 

wi ,..i much interest your ’/lews on the Mormon 
Church and the l?e£rro. As you well know, your 
comments extend far beyond Washington — as' a 
matter of fact, they reach all parts of the 
Ini ted States, Mexico, Canada and I suppose 
ot.ier countries aorond# Through the great 
ners medial of our day, your daily comments 
Tiny be read .rom a daily newspaper, heard 
on radio and even seen on television just 
one lay after you have spoken. You are, then, 
aware of your great influence in the world 
todsy • Therefore , your comments must be well 
founded and sound — they must be based on truth. 

For this reason I am wri ting to you. I 
cannot understand your thinking on the Tegro 
issue and T believe you are damaging yourself, 
the church and mankind in general by your 
statements which are to lie, completely unreal- 
istd c. 

You call for a resolution of the Pegro 
problem within the church but not by what you 
refer to as "pious moralistic platitudes. " 

T'ay T ask you to what are you referring. Is 
the Book of Ibrmon a M pious moralistic plati- 
tude?" Are the Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine 
and Covenants and Bible '•pious moralistic 
platitudes?" Indeed is modern revelation a 
"pious moralistic platitude?" 

It seens to me that you have one foot in 
the church, one foot in your governmental job 
and an extra foot in your mouth# How can you 
p os J-ibly accept Joseph Smith as a Prophet of 
God, the Book of P’oroon and other canonized 
books as devinely inspired and then defy the 
living Prophet. The oily answer I can find is 
that you do not believe in the restoration of 
the Gospel and therefore it is quite easy to 
defy the I roi>het and recommend changes in doc- 





2 



For if you believed in the restored 
church, you would be obeying the 
commandments and following the 
teachings of God's chosen leaders in 
these last days. Your recommends for 
doctrinal changes within the church are 
then as valid as my doctrinal 
recommends would be to the Catholic 
leaders. I as you, am not qualified to 
demand changes." 

(Negative Letter 22) 



trine. For if you believed in the restored 
church, you would be obeying the command- 
ments and following the teachings of God's 
chosen lenders in these last days. Your 
recommends for doctrinal changes wi thin the 
church are then as -fralid as Ty doctrinal 
recommends would he to the Catholic leaders. 

I as you, am not qualified to demand changes. 

Kr. Udall, I cannot understand your 
statements in light of the following scrip- 
tures: 




T'oses 7:12 




Abraham 1:27 




















"If the priesthood is so important to 
you Mr. Udall, why are you not 
honoring it? Is your life so full of party 
politics (Great Society) that you have 
moved away from the belief structure of 
your parents? Is it now that you are so 
concerned with your job that you want 
to focus "national attention" on 
something that you think would be 
damaging to God fearing people?" 
(Negative Letter 24) 






Honorable Stevart L. lldall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Mr. Udall: 



Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
May 24, 1967 
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I, as thousands of other people, have been extremely upset at a recent news 
article published under an associated press date line. My feelings are such 
that I feel a desire to communicate them to you. 
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It is difficult for me to understand why an individual with your religious 
background, education, and political stature would make such an off-hand 
comment concerning the Mormon religion and their revealed doctrine concerning 
the Megros. You have stated "It is inevitable that national attention would 
be focused on what critics have called 'anti-Negro doctrine' of the L.D.S. 
Church." If the priesthood is so important to you Mr. Udall, why are you not 
honoring it? Is your life so full of party politics (Great Society) that you 
have moved away from the belief structure of your parents? Is it now that you 
are so concerned with your job that you want to focus "national attention" on 
something that you think would be damaging to God fearing people? I have 
served with various Hegro people in positions of responsibility within the 
Mormon Church that have accepted the revealed explanation of their present denial 
of the priesthood. They also are aware of the future eternal opportunities that 
will be made available to them. What are you doing with your future eternal 
opportunities? 

I resent the fact that you have termed it "sad irony" that the Church denies 
"full fellowship to the Negros." If the priesthood is so important to you, 
as well as the rest of the world, in order to attain full fellowship in the 
Church, then why are you not representing yourself as a son of God by attracting 
people so that they can receive full fellowship? Over two million people now 
belong to the Mormon Church. It is the fastest growing Church in the world, by 
percentage growth. Now that a certain individual may play an Important role 
in politics next year it i£ "sad irony" that politics must be used as a tool. 

Our great former President, John F. Kennedy was allowed the right to believe 
his doctrine of the Catholic Church. Senators and Representatives on a 
national and state level supported him despite the fact that he was a Catholic. 

I would appreciate an explanation from you as to how the priesthood has become 
so almighty important to people who never before were even interested in the 
restored gospel. We must remember that a testimony and baptism must be 
accomplished before any male member is allowed to even be considered for the 
priesthood. What are you going to do now to assist in the conversion and 
baptism of these people so that from that day they will be allowed "full 
fellowship" in the restored Church? 



Sincerely, 




■ 
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" As I understand it you are not a 
good Mormon any more. Please 
correct me if I am wrong but anyone 
that would make such a statement 
surely can't have the belief and faith 
that he should have if he is a true 
member." 

(Negative Letter 29) 
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"To quote you, There is a "sad irony" indeed, and that 
"sad irony" is that you have accrued so many 
benefits from your being a mormon without giving 
anything of yourself to the Church. ...For 
example, When benefits for mormons are to be derived 
you are first in line, but you have effectively shielded 
yourself from any responsibility for demonstrating your 
faith by blatantly disclaiming doctrines held sacred by 
worthy mormons as merely "borrowed superstitions." 
...Your parasitic relationship with the Church disqualifies 
you from being its spokesman. Regarding the Negro 
position, we look to a chosen prophet for revelation and 
not to a government official who has given the Church 
little support for over a quarter of a century and then 
sanctimoniously declares "surely that day has come."" 
(Negative Letter 33) 




Yale School of 4»le§lcine 
One South Street jrs 
New Haven, Coflbec tijfcut ^ 
Way 31 , 1967 23 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, 0. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Enclosed is a most simple-minded article from the New 
Haven Register of Friday, may 19, 1967. To quote you, there 
is a "sad irony" indeed, and that "sad irony" is that you have 
accrued so many benefits from your being a mormon without 
giving anything of yourself to the Church. For example, it 
is well known in both Church and political circles that your 
appointment as Secretary of the Interior came by virtue of 
your supposed identification with the mormon ethnic and cer- 
tainly not from your marginal personal qualifications. In 
these tactics, however, you have been most opportunistic. 

When benefits for mormons are to be derived you are first in 
line, but you have effectively shielded yourself from any 
responsibility for demonstrating your faith by blatantly dis- 
claiming doctrines held sacred by worthy mormons as merely 
"borrowed superstitions," 

We can only hope that your strange and uncalled for pro- 
clamations will be recognized by thinking people as an ex- 
tremely unethical attempt to embarrass Governor George Romney 
of michigan. may we suggest that you review his civil rights 
record; it far outshines your own. 

Your parasitic relationship with the Church disqualifies 
you from being its spokesman. Regarding the Negro position, 
we look to a chosen prophet for revelation and not to a govern- 
ment offical who has given the Church little support for over 
a quarter of a century and then sanctimoniously declares "surely 
that day has come." 

Respectfully, 




" ...on the fact that you were a life time 
member and of the pioneer heritage of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter 
Day Saints. This I find hard to believe 

after a disgraceful comment such as this 
unless, sir, you are a member by means 
of being born under the covenent and 
not an active priesthood holder." 
(Negative Letter 38) 



SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95150 
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June 3, 1967 



Secretary Stewart Ucall 
Secretary of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear 'r. Udall: 

I am writing in reference to ycur statement 
published in the San Jose Mercury this May 19, 

1967 , in regards to the church mending its ways 
and modernizing itself with the times. The item 
commented on the fact that you were a life time 
member and of the pioneer heritage of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. This 
I find hard to believe after a disgraceful comment 
such as this unless, sir, you are a member by 
means of being born under the covenent and not an 
active priesthood holder. Regardless, sir, T 
suggest that you call your stake president and 
request that your name be removed from the record 
of the church . 

I can think of nothing mere degrading than 
to use a church, any church, for political motives. 
I am not especially in favor of Romney, but T do 
not approve of using your own religion and speaking 
against something that is a revealed commandment of 
God. Sir, you are a disgrace to a 1 ! humanity. 




Fresident 
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"Would appreciate knowing what 
Priesthood you hold, what offices you 
have held in the Church. Would also like 
to know what Ward you reside in and in 
what State. It was my understanding 
that you were inactive for a number 
of years and it would be interesting to 
know when you again became active 
and in a position to speak for the 
Mormon Church." 

(Negative Letter 45) 
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Glendale, California 91202 
September 1, 1967 



Hon* Stewart L.. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Udall: 

I am not a member of the Mormon Church, but am interested 
in your stand on a number of things. 

Would appreciate knowing what Priesthood you hold, w-*hat 
offices you have held in the Church. W T ould also like to know 
what Ward you reside in and in what State. 

It was my understanding that you were inactive for a number 
of years and it would be interesting to know when you again 
became active and in a position to speak for the Mormon Church. 

Thank you for any information you might have for me. 



Sincerely, 




(Mrs. ) 






POLITICAL MOTIVE 



Political Motive 















Since Udall was a Democrat, some readers felt that his motivation 
was to raise an issue which would embarrass George Romney, who 
was a Mormon Republican thought to have the best chance at 
winning the presidency in the upcoming election. Others thought 
that his letter was an attempt to mix politics and religion. In either 
event, an assumed ulterior political motive allowed these readers to 
discount Udall’s arguments. 









"Do you want the Democrats here 
to lose? We don't" 

(Negative Letter 1) 
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DONT. WHY ARE YOU TRYING TO GET THE PRIESTHOOD FOR OTHER PEOPLE 
WHEN YOU VALUE IT SO LIGHTLY 
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BARKERS - HORNES - DRIGGS - CHRISTENSENS - RICES 
6TH AND 7TH GENERATIONS GOOD CHURCH MEMBERS AND 0£M0CRAI$; 
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"If you suppose that the Priesthood 
is a Political item that can be given 
or taken away by the whims of 
political pressure, then you yourself 
are not worthy to hold this 
responsibility before the throne of 
Heaven of men. " 

(Negative Letter 4) 
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Dear Hr. tldall. 

Tour insistent demands that the L* D. S. Church bestow the rights ^ 
th<~- Pricstho >d of Cod on the Negro race areL'eamewhatf foolish and vain as 
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whether or not the tfeqros ghi n tiiis srivilidge is betvreen then and the Lord, 
not between ;,rou or I. If you 3i;ppo9® that the Priesthood is a oolitic a 7 
item that can be given or taken away by the whim of political pressure, then 
you --ourself are not worthy to hold this responsibility before th<^ throne 
of Heaven or men* Just because -'•ou happen to be in a curtently powerful 
political position in the world doss not give you the right or responsibility 
to dictate whet the Lord mu3t do to His children whether they be \ T egros or 
any other race upon the face of the earth* 

If you ore afraid of whet rosy be the social or political outcome if 
the Negros arc not granted admittance into ever'/ door that strikes their 

• 

fancy, then you do not understand nor appreciate the great cost by which 

the gosool was restored again upon the earth through the servants of thr 

Lord who were called and or pointed to this task bv tkn Lord* For vour 

• • • • 

information, T can orouise you that the Negros mil. never be given the 
rights of the Priesthood except they hu’tible thamsolvoB before th« Lord 
in righteousness and obedience* They cannot rvn>” will n >t gain this right 
or privilidgc hr or through riots, me rchs n or the pressure of faithless ran 
such S3 yourself who do not laiou or understand thr etemr 1 nature and significance 



of this r*ght and calling before the lord* 

It would b" no hi os sir g to the Tegroa to have th<- Priest ho d before 



they nre ready rnd wiving’ to essurae the responsibilities and consequences 
connected with this o Tice ir. tho ingdem of loci. A o give t v rn tfr imnressian 
that they can quin n~trorce into t* is office and colling other than through 
repentance, humility and obedience to th~ Lord is - disservice to then or any 



>thcr rnco or -»craon on earth. 



BespectfuVy yours. 




"If you had more faith, you might understand that 
the criteria for revelation are not man's needs but 
rather God's will. Our Church is not a democracy, 
nor has it ever pretended to be one; but rather 
it is a theocracy based on the authority given to 
the prophet Joseph Smith via a visitation from 
God himself. ...Educational, political, economic, 
social and other organizations can well be changed 
via your dissenting comments; but the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints ...is not to be an 
instrument in the hands of would-be reformers. 
The principles espoused by the Church are eternal 
in nature and God's own final judgement will 
decide the propriety of His laws and ordinances. " 
(Negative Letter 7) 



May 20, 1967 



Secretary of the Interior, 
Stewart L. Udall 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr* Udall: 

I just finished reading the Los Angeles Times article, 

"End Mormon Racial Bias, Udall Urges." i felt it necessary 
to express my sympathy to you for your apparent lack of 
knowledge and testimony of the truthfulness of the Gospel. 

iou nave served witness to the entire world that tne presence 
of social needs is the basis lor latter-day revelation. If 
you had more faith, you might understand that the criteria for 
revelation are not man’s needs but rather God’s will. 

Our Church is not a democracy, nor has it ever pretended to be 
one; but rather it is a theocracy based on the authority given 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith via a visitation from God himself. 

Of course if you covet the stewardship presently invested in 
President David 0. McKay, then perhaps you might prefer to 
lead another dissenting group away from the Church — a move 
similar to that which was led away after the death of Joseph 
Smith. But, within the Church which was restored to the earth 
througn the Prophet Joseph Smith, there are no avenues by which 
the Saints lead God, but rather there are only paths Dy which 
we may follow God. 

1 could respect your opinion ii it were expressed within the 
context of a purely social institution. Educational, political, 
economic, social and other organizations can well be changed 
via your dissenting comments; but the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints (just as in the trying days of its existence 
In Illinois and Missouri) is not to be an instrument in the 
hands of would-be reformers. The principles espoused by the 
Church a re eternal in nature and God’s own rinal judgement will 
decide the propriety of His laws and ordinances. 

Sincerely, 
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Burbanx, California 91bu3 














"The root of all present racial trouble is 
interference in the internal affairs of southern states 
by people not at all interested in the settlement of 
any problems arising between the Negro and white 
Americans. This interference comes from 
organizations and individuals in the north seeking 
to use the Negro. Among them are found 
communists, fuzzyheaded liberals, eggheads, 
pacifists, idealists, do-gooders, conniving 
politicians, self seekers and civil disobedience 
kits. They employ situations which inflame and 
agitate the white populace and use it as white 
propaganda. ...The Civil Rights Bill is 90% 
communist and 10% civil rights." 

(Negative Letter 13) 
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"if you and the rest of the Great Society 
would encourage the Negro to work and 
ive for the respect and equality they desire 
- as your pioneer forebears had to do - 
rather than incite and encourage them to 
riot and civil disobedience we would a 
see an accelerated arrival of a brotherhood 



of 



a 



men . 



Sincerely 



but not 



respectfully, yours, P.S. If your ill advised 
pronouncement was an effort to deter 
Gov. Romney's potential progress I can 
offer you nothing but pity. " 

(Negative Letter 1 4) 
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"I don't know what you thought you 
had to gain by challenging the 
authorities and the prophets of the 
church but it must have been 
political. You may have gained a few 
votes in Harlem, but you lost a lot 
of them in Utah, when a man puts 
politics before his church he is asking 
for trouble." 

(Negative Letter 1 5) 
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"It is apparent that you are attempting 
to use the church as a political tool 
against Governor George Romney in 

the forth coming general Elections. 
Whatever you think of Governor 
Romney as a Presidential Candidate, is 
of course your priviledge, but in using 
your own interpretation of the 
teachings of the church to bias the 



m 



achings of the church to bias the 
ind of the public, you have gone to 
r!" 



far! 

(Negative Letter 1 7) 



kay 22, 1 967 



Dor nbuschweg 13 
•test Germany 



Home address 





California 

U rn 
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Mr. Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of Interior 
Sacramento California. 

Hear Mr. Udall j 

I am writing to you concerning the article which appeared in the 
i-ay 20, 1967 International Edition of The hew fork Times. 

In this article you are quoted as calling upon all devout i^atter- 
Hay Saints to admit Negroes to the fries thcod, inferring by your 
statements that there is racial prejudice in the teachings of the 
church. In this same artiole you are presented as a life long 
member of the Church. If you had been a lift long active member 
of the church 1 do not believe that you would have made the 
irresponsible statements that you have made. f I can only assume 
that in reality you have very little understanding of the teachings 
of the chufch. The greet pity of this is that no one would have 
been in a better position than you to present the true beliefs 
of the Latter- Hay baints to the public, since you hold public 

fou nave failed in this, and in so doing you have failed 
a great many people who trusted you. 

■ 1 1 

it is ar parent that you are attempting to use the church as a 
political tool against Governor George liomney in the forth coming 
General elections. Whatever you think of Governor Romney as a 
Presidential Candidate, is of course your priviledge, but in 
using your own interpretation of the teachings of the church to 
bias the mind of the public, you have gone to far! 

I only regret that 1 have helped to elect you to your office. 

1 will attempt to rectify my mistake in the next election. 

fours Truly 






"Your obvious attempt to include the 
church in your partisan liberal ideas 
irritates me to a high degree. ...The 
political government is not the savior of 
the people. Many governments and 
forms of governments have set 
themselves up as the supreme authority. 
In time they all decay because of their 
own corruption. I suggest that you should 
confine your activities to the Department 
of Interior and quit trying to command 
the Lord or His Prophet for your own 
political reasons." 

(Negative Letter 23) 








Mr. Stewart Udall 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Secretary: 



Your obvious attempt to include the church in your partisan liberal 
ideas irritates me to a high degree. 



Your liberal friends and their establishment have already incited 
the colored people to such a fevered pitch that they no longer respect 
law and order. Your crowd tells these people that they have been mis- 
treated. I hear colored people preaching anarchy and violence. I see 
them marching in the streets with the white friends, the liberal so- 
called do-gooders. I see more trouble than can be handled in a pleasant 
"let the kids play" attitude. 



Then to top it all off I hear you, a so-called member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, stirring up political trouble for 
your own people. You say the issue of the colored people and the 
Priesthood must be solved. May I ask you a question? Who are you to 
instruct the Lord's Prophet? Further, is it any of your business how 
the Lord establishes His Priesthood on His Earth? 



The political government is not the savior of the people. Many 
governments and forms of governments have set themselves up as the 
supreme authority. In time they all decay because of their own corruption. 

I suggest that you should confine your activities to the Department 
of Interior and quit trying to command the Lord or His Prophet for your 
own political reasons. 
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"...it is well known in both Church and 
political circles that your appointment as 
Secretary of the Interior came by virtue of 
your supposed identification with the 
mormon ethnic and certainly not from your 
marginal personal qualifications. In these 
tactics, however, you have been most 
opportunistic. ...We can only hope that your 
strange and uncalled for proclamations will 
be recognized by thinking people as an 
extremely unethical attempt to embarrass 
Governor George Romney of Michigan, 
may we suggest that you review his civil 
rights record; it far outshines your own." 
(Negative Letter 33) 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, 0* C. 
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Yale School of Mecfici 
One South Street x~ 
New Haven, Cotflhec tXcut 
Way 31, 1967 -< m 23 



Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Enclosed is a most simple-minded article from the New 
Haven Register of Friday, May 19, 1967. To quote you, there 
is a "sad irony' 1 indeed, and that '’sad irony" is that you have 
accrued so many benefits from your being a Mormon without 
giving anything of yourself to the Church. For example, it 
is well known in both Church and political circles that your 
appointment as Secretary of the Interior came by virtue of 
your supposed identification with the Mormon ethnic and cer- 
tainly not from your marginal personal qualifications. In 
tnese tactics, however, you have been most opportunistic, 
u/hen benefits for Mormons are to be derived you are first in 
line, but you have effectively shielded yourself from any 
responsibility for demonstrating your faith by blatantly dis- 
claiming doctrines held sacred by worthy Mormons as merely 
"borrowed superstitions • " 



U/e can only hope that your strange and uncalled for pro- 
clamations will be recognized by thinking people as an ex- 
tremely unethical attempt to embarrass Governor George Romney 
of Michigan. May we suggest that you review his civil rights 
record; it far outshines your own. 

Your parasitic relationship with the Church disqualifies 
you from being its spokesman. Regarding the Negro position, 
we look to a chosen prophet for revelation and not to a govern- 
ment offical who has given the Church little support for over 
a quarter of a century and then sanctimoniously declares "surely 
that day has come." 



Respectf ull y , 









"In my opinion a Mormon democrat (who 
adheres to the present day democrat 
platform) is one who places his shoes on 
the wrong feet and tries to walk in society 
that way, each foot stepping further apart 
until your doctrine is split up the middle, 
dissolving into a phantom, granted a 
politician must build a shield for self- 
defense from his "enemies", but many 
build a sarcophagus and bury themselves 
and their families from the face of man and 
God." 

(Negative Letter 34) 



Stewart 1. udall 
Secret try of interior 
louse of ^epres nt-t fives 
fishing ton 25, D.G* 
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Dear r ro. udall, ^ 

It would seem ur>on examining vour written vie /s on the 
Church and the Negro, that the ords are a stream of conflict 
and hynocrisy. your words are barbs into the authenticity of the 
prophet navid o. '*U'ay as i prophet of cod— you have cast shadows. 

Ho / can you be so naive as to "demand" a chan ,e in that 
wnich was prophesied; because you belirve that the Church oves 
in a circle of political whims not by the Hand of uod? The we .k 
will have doubts nourished, the strong /ill create, pressures 



which cannot but create havoc, naturally you hive inc rrecl the 
wr th of many but for what purpose, what is it you /ish to % in 
by wrecking vengeance in the guise of stimulating though and/or 
action— the colored vote? mlikely. Oo you /ish to be God- 
to whisper in th^ proD-et's ear your decisions? vou h *ve deemed 



and so it must be? » 

in my opinion a Mormon democrat (who adheres to the o-esent 
day democrat platform' is one who places his shoes on the rong 
feet and tries to walk in society that way, each foot stepping 
further apart until your doctrine is split up the middle, dissol- 



ving into a phantom, 

granted a politician must build a shield for self-defense 
from his -enemies", but many build a sarcophagus and bur them- 
selves and their families from the face of man and r,od. 



Sincerely , 





"...regarding your newspaper 
statements in connection with the 
Mormon Church versus the negro . To 
my thinking it is about a low of a blow 
you could make regarding our Church 
(myself being an LDS) and the biggest 
motive I can think of in your making such 
statements as "now is the time to bring 
the negro into full fellowship" etc. etc. 
can only be based on desperate 
political expediency in bid for... 
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...votes in the coming election. ...I 
further feel that IF I were a Democrat 
your statements would be a disservice to 
the party. Should you feel your political 
needs require the negro support then I 
for one suggest - most strongly - leave 
the Mormon Church out of it. " 

(Negative Letter 44) 
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PRIESTHOOD A BURDEN 

TO BLACKS 



Priesthood a Burden to Blacks 



Some readers took the unique approach of explaining to Udall just how 
much of a burden the Priesthood was and describing how Black men 
are better off without it. This demonstrates a clear lack of empathy and 
a paternalistic attitude on the part of these members, but served to 
assuage their privilege by projecting a 
onto black members. 



“sour grapes” 



rationalization 



Cl 
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"when you remember how you 
grandfather and then your father were 
saddled with the office of Bishop and 
other Mormon priestly offices all their 
adult lives I am surprized that you 
could humanely wish such burdens on 
others.. .this differentiation was all to 
the Negro's advantage." 

(Negative Letter 2) 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Department of the Interior 
C St between 18th arid 19th Sts NW 
Washington, D.C. 



Salt Lake City, Utah 
May 19th, 1967. 
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Dear Mr. Secretary, 



Your letter to Dialogue urging your own (Mormon) 
Church to give our Negro Brethren the Priesthood to relieve them of the 
"burden" of lacking the privilege of becoming a Mormon Bishop was quoted 
in to-day's (Mar. 19th) S.L. Tribune. 



Now, dear (I am your 

when you remember how you grandfather and then your father 
were saddled with th e office of Bishcp and other Mormon priestly offices 
all their adult lives I am surprized that you could humanely wish such 
burdens on others. 

In Washington when you go to you own ward's 
worship service (I visited five Mormon chapels in that area) you observe 
that the white priesthood serves and ministers to the negro brethren and 
their families and the whites alike. I discovered no negro resentment 
over the negro being served instead of doing the serving. Indeed, it looked 
to me as if this differentiation was all to the Negro's advantage. Let me 
recount a few of the colored man's advantages over us Caucasians by 
membership in the Mormon Church: 



His wife is not getting him out of bed early 
every Sunday morning to attend a Mormon Priesthood meeting; his teenage boys are 
not required to go early to the worship service to prepare the emblems of 
the Lord's Supper, or to remain after the services to clean up. Yet the 
Negro brother and his family enjoys all his white brother's privileges of 
prayer, preaching, worship, partaking of the sacrament, and even of baptism, 
without any of the burdens of preparing or administering them. 

All our colored brethren can enjoy a little breaking 
of the Sabbath with much less guilt than the priesthood members. Try to 
imagine a colored Mormon elder being caught fishing or mountain- c limbing 
on Sunday when his Bishop had instructed him to be in a Sacrament Meeting. 

And, as for holding down a Bishop's job with its involved long and unusual 
hours of consultation, visitation, adjusting petty squabbles, ministering 
to the sick and to th e poor and performing a hundred other onerous duties, 
all without pay, oh why would you wish that on any other brother, white 
or non-white? 

Nevertheless "God is speaking" so you are quoted as 
saying, and, in that case I must concede your trumpet sound is timely. In the 
spirit of comradeship, however, may I beg that you seek another Interview with 
THE GREAT COMMANDER for clarification on protocol - why has not our modern 
prophet yet received the Word? 
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The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Department of the Interior 
C St between 18th arid 19th Sts NW 
Washington, D.C. 



Salt Lake City, Utah 
May 19th, 1967. 
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The author of this letter goes on to list what 
he considers the advantages of not holding 
the Priesthood to be, including: more sleep 
without having to attend meetings, less guilt 
for Sabbath breaking, less priestly burden of 
helping and ministering to others, etc. Read 
the full letter to get the idea. 



Dear Mr. Secretary, 



Your letter to Dialogue urging your own (Mormon) 

Church to give our Negro Brethren the Priesthood to relieve them of the 
"burden'’ of lacking the privilege of becoming a Mormon Bishop was quoted 
in to-day's (Mar. 19th) S.L. Tribune. 

Now, dear (I am your 

when you remember how you grandfather and then your father 
were saddled with th e office of Bishcp and other Mormon priestly offices 
all their adult lives I am surprized that you could humanely wish such 
burdens on others. 

In Washington when you go to you own ward's 
worship service (I visited five Mormon chapels in that area) you observe 
that the white priesthood serves and ministers to the negro brethren and 
their families and the whites alike. I discovered no negro resentment 
over the negro being served instead of doing the serving. Indeed, it looked 
to me as if this differentiation was all to the Negro's advantage. Let me 
recount a few of the colored man's advantages over us Caucasians by 
membership in the Mormon Church: 

His wife is not getting him out of bed early 
every Sunday morning to attend a Mormon Priesthood meeting; his teenage boys are 
not required to go early to the worship service to prepare the emblems of 
the Lord's Supper, or to remain after the services to clean up. Yet the 
Negro brother and his family enjoys all his white brother's privileges of 
prayer, preaching, worship, partaking of the sacrament, and even of baptism, 
without any of the burdens of preparing or administering them. 

All our colored brethren can enjoy a little breaking 
of the Sabbath with much less guilt than the priesthood members. Try to 
imagine a colored Mormon elder being caught fishing or mountain- c limbing 
on Sunday when his Bishop had instructed him to be in a Sacrament Meeting. 

And, as for holding down a Bishop's job with its involved long and unusual 
hours of consultation, visitation, adjusting petty squabbles, ministering 
to the sick and to th e poor and performing a hundred other onerous duties, 
all without pay, oh why would you wish that on any other brother, white 
or non-white? 

Nevertheless "God is speaking" so you are quoted as 
saying, and, in that case I must concede your trumpet sound is timely. In the 
spirit of comradeship, however, may I beg that you seek another Interview with 
THE GREAT COMMANDER for clarification on protocol - why has not our modern 
prophet yet received the Word? 

With kindest well wishes, sincere ly^^ 








"I have the Book of Mormon opened up 
to 2 Nephi 26 ...31, "for the laborer in 
Zion shall Labor for Zion; for if they labor 
for money they shall perish." As you know 

being ordained to the Priesthood does 
not mean the recieving a Purple Robe 
and a life of ease; you are still under the 
Commandment "Six Days Shall you labor 
and Do All your work", would our black 
Brothern be interested in Obtaining the 
Priesthood if they knew that?????" 
(Negative Letter 18) 



2 to ^uail 



says M v>ait" who can counter Comiuana it? in tne "ime lime" 
c . the noru and it can only be hurried in "Bight eoueneae" • 

I have tne nook 01 koruon opened up to 2i. ephi 2b — 31^ 33 

31»"~or tne lauorer in Zion shall naaor lor Zion; for if 
they laoor lor money tney shall perish." AS you know oein to 
oraainea to the fries tnoou aoes not mean tne recievin^ a 
Purple .voue and a lile of ease; you are still unaer the 
Commandment "3ix nays shall you naoor and no All A our work", 
would our nlack nrothern oe interested in obtaining the 
Priethood if they knew tnat?v VV? 

35* "nil a he ^ fhe noray doeth nothing save it oe plain 

ant the Children of men; ana he inviteth them a 11 to corned 
ana partake of his goodness, ana he denieth none who come 
unto him, nlacx and white, bond ana iree, mal and female, 
ana he remen oe re th tne heathen; and all are alike unto .rod, 
both aew and oentile." 

•fo-aay it is the 3pi it of "n6mand n ana not "come" and recieve 
the "yooaness of yoa" and so none with thcit "spirit" will 
"u^cieve" for man cannot "Legislate" to f: Force cod" for urOd 
is btill cod and supreme. 
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told you to .ina he will know wno. 



in 3a It xiake City tell him 






"As it is now, he [black man] is better off than 
you and I as he will go to Heaven without 
working for it. The Lord will not keep a person 
out of Heaven because he cannot hold the 
Priesthood if it is not time for him to hold this 
office. On the other hand if a person is 
permitted to hold this office as you and I, we 
have to keep the Sabbath Day holy, pay an 
honest tithing, observe the Word of Wisdom, 
go to the Temple for ourself and those that 
have gone on before us, and do all the things 
that a priesthood holder has to do.... 



June 28, 1967 




An vi 11 Udall w 

Secretary of Intern r/ . JZ __ 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother: 

I am writing this letter to you because I feel that you don’t 

understand what you have said, if it is true what I have read in the 

news paper. I recently read a news article wherein you want the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to voluntarily permit the 
Negro to hold the Priesthood in the church. The article stated that 
you and your parents belonged to the Church. 

I would like to ask you how can you get the Lord to come and 

give a revelation when and what you want? We believe that the L.D.S. 
Church is led by revelation and this information has to come from 
God and it is his desire and not mans wishes toward his people. 

If you really think what was printed in the news article as what 
should be done, you are heading toward apostasy, you cannot afford 
to be influenced by Satin this way. 

If you believe that the Church is lead by a prophet and that it 
is guided by the Lord then you will believe that the Negro will someday 
get his rightful 1 place in the Kingdom of God. As it is now, he is 
better off than you and I as he will go to Heaven without working for 
it. The Lord will not keep a person out of Heaven because he cannot 
hold the Priesthood if it is not time for him to hold this office. 

On the other hand if a person is permitted to hold this office as you 
and I, we have to keep the Sabbath Day holy, pay an honest tithing, 
observe the Word of Wisdom, go to the Temple for ourself and those that 
have gone on before us, and do all the things that a priesthood holder 
has to do. If we don’t there is only one place for us to go and that 
is to Hell with Satin and his Angels, But the Negro only has to be 
Baptized, and keep the commandments of God but all the extra work 
connected with the Priesthood he does not need to do, because God does 
not require it of him. In other words he is a favored child of God 
and not one that is deprived of salvation. 

The Negro cannot be a Son of Perdition but you and I can; why, 
because we hold the Priesthood of God in the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, 
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...If we don't there is only one place for us to 
go and that is to Hell with Satin and his Angels, 

But the Negro only has to be Baptized, and 
keep the commandments of God but all the 
extra work connected with the Priesthood 
he does not need to do, because God does 
not require it of him. In other words he is a 
favored child of God and not one that is 
deprived of salvation. The Negro cannot be a 
Son of Perdition but you and I can; why, 
because we hold the Priesthood of God in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints." 
(Negative Letter 42) 



June 28, 1967 




An vi 11 Udall w 

Secretary of Intern r/ . JZ __ 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother: 

I am writing this letter to you because I feel that you don’t 

understand what you have said, if it is true what I have read in the 

news paper. I recently read a news article wherein you want the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to voluntarily permit the 
Negro to hold the Priesthood in the church. The article stated that 
you and your parents belonged to the Church. 

I would like to ask you how can you get the Lord to come and 

give a revelation when and what you want? We believe that the L.D.S. 
Church is led by revelation and this information has to come from 
God and it is his desire and not mans wishes toward his people. 

If you really think what was printed in the news article as what 
should be done, you are heading toward apostasy, you cannot afford 
to be influenced by Satin this way. 

If you believe that the Church is lead by a prophet and that it 
is guided by the Lord then you will believe that the Negro will someday 
get his rightful 1 place in the Kingdom of God. As it is now, he is 
better off than you and I as he will go to Heaven without working for 
it. The Lord will not keep a person out of Heaven because he cannot 
hold the Priesthood if it is not time for him to hold this office. 

On the other hand if a person is permitted to hold this office as you 
and I, we have to keep the Sabbath Day holy, pay an honest tithing, 
observe the Word of Wisdom, go to the Temple for ourself and those that 
have gone on before us, and do all the things that a priesthood holder 
has to do. If we don’t there is only one place for us to go and that 
is to Hell with Satin and his Angels, But the Negro only has to be 
Baptized, and keep the commandments of God but all the extra work 
connected with the Priesthood he does not need to do, because God does 
not require it of him. In other words he is a favored child of God 
and not one that is deprived of salvation. 

The Negro cannot be a Son of Perdition but you and I can; why, 
because we hold the Priesthood of God in the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, 




BLACKS ACCEPT THE BAN 



Blacks Accept the Ban 



Some members felt that if their black friends understood and 
accepted the ban, then there was no reason to agitate for a change. 
As such, Udall’s only motive could have been to cause problems for 
the church. 



"I have served with various Negro 
people in positions of responsibility 
within the Mormon Church that have 
accepted the revealed explanation of 
their present denial of the priesthood. 
They also are aware of the future eternal 
opportunities that will be made available 
to them. What are you doing with your 
future eternal opportunities?" 

(Negative Letter 24) 



Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 



Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
May 24, 1967 
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Honorable Mr. Udall: 



7 
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I, as thousands of other people, have been extremely upset at a recent news 
article published under an associated press date line. My feelings are such 
that I feel a desire to communicate them to you. 



a 

50 



It is difficult for me to understand why an individual with your religious 
background, education, and political stature would make such an off-hand 
conment concerning the Mormon religion and their revealed doctrine concerning 
the Negros. You have stated "It is inevitable that national attention would 
be focused on what critics have called 'anti-Negro doctrine' of the L.D.S. 
Church." If the priesthood is so important to you Mr. Udall, why are you not 
honoring it? Is your life so full of party politics (Great Society) that you 
have moved away from the belief structure of your parents? Is it now that you 
are so concerned with your job that you want to focus "national attention" on 
something that you think would be damaging to God fearing people? I have 
served with various Negro people in positions of responsibility within the 
Mormon Church that have accepted the revealed explanation of their present denial 
of the priesthood. They also are aware of the future eternal opportunities that 
will be made available to them. What are you doing with your future eternal 
opportunities? 



I resent the fact that you have termed it "sad irony" that the Church denies 
"full fellowship to the Negros." If the priesthood is so important to you, 
as well as the rest of the world, in order to attain full fellowship in the 
Church, then why are you not representing yourself as a son of God by attracting 
people so that they can receive full fellowship? Over two million people now 
belong to the Mormon Church. It is the fastest growing Church in the world, by 
percentage growth. Now that a certain individual may play an Important role 
in politics next year it j^s "sad irony" that politics must be used as a tool. 

Our great former President, John P. Kennedy was allowed the right to believe 
his doctrine of the Catholic Church. Senators and Representatives on a 
national and state level supported him despite the fact that he was a Catholic. 



I would appreciate an explanation from you as to how the priesthood has become 
so almighty important to people who never before were even interested in the 
restored gospel. We must remember that a testimony and baptism must be 
accomplished before any male member is allowed to even be considered for the 
priesthood. What are you going to do now to assist in the conversion and 
baptism of these people so that from that day they will be allowed "full 
fellowship" in the restored Church? 



Sincerely, 







"If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has 
made it known, that all L.D.S. Negroes elegible 
for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many 
of the vast negro race would that affect? A 
comparatively small handful would be included. 
Those few L.D.S. Negroes are not among 
those who are making an issue of it. They are 
happy in being members of Christ's Church and 
are joyfully looking forward to that promised day 
when they will be given the Priesthood. They 
realize that they have so much more than those 
who are not members. No, it isn't the L.D.S. 
Negroes who are making an issue of it. 
Communistic agitators and a few others who are 
stirring up trouble. " 

(Negative Letter 26) 



Mesa, Arizona 65201 
May 25, 1967 



Honorable Stewart Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington D.C. 

Honorable Sir: 

After reading that article in the Arizona Repuhlic quoting you - your ideas 
as to the stand the Church I eadere should take toward the negroes has 
provoked me to the point I can’t refrain from writing to you. Every L.D.S. 
feel3 as I do and also many others that are not L.D.S. 

My Catholic neighbor said to me, "Why did he ever bring in the Church?" 
That is what we all would like to know. What was your motive? 

Did you feel that it would raise your prestige; or make you appear broader- 
minded and to have risen above social customs as you intimated the Church 
leaders were bonded to? 

It is strange that a man with as much knowledge would use such little wisdom 
in expressing himself. We are living in a cay when those in high political 
offices should be working for peace and goodwill among all people instead of 
stirring up unrest. 

If you know anything about Church government, you should know that David 
L . McKay is the mouth piece of God and he does not take such matters in 
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to have him do. This, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of L atterday Saints is not just another social organiz- 
ation that can change its laws and by-laws to suite the will of its members. 
Jesus Christ is still at the head of His Church and His Will will be carried 
out by those who have been called to do so. 

If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has made it known, that all 
1 .D.S. Negroes elegible for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many 
of the vast negro race would that affect? A comparatively small handful would 
be included. Those few I .D.S. Negroes are not among those who are 
making an issue of it. They are happy in being members of Christ* s Church 
and are joyfully looking forward to that promised day when they will be given 
the Priesthood. They realize that they have so much more than those who 
are not members. 



No, it isn't the L.D.S. Negroes who are making an issue of it. Communistic 
agitators and a few others who are stirring up trouble. 



Mr. Udall, remember what happened to that one of the Children of Israel who 
tried to steady the Ark of the Covenant after they all had been told not to touch it. 
'lake that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to tell President McKay 
what to do. This is a time for us all to see to it that our lamps are trimmed 
and full of oil. 







Mbv 25, 1967 
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"Furthermore, the church does not 
"actively" seek Negro members, but do 
not deny membership to those who 
seek it. The Negroes in the church 
understand why they are not 
permitted to hold the Priesthood, and 
it is only those who know nothing 
about the church who seem to be 
raising the fuss. And what a shame it is 
that you are agitating them." 

(Negative Letter 27) 




Stewart L. Wall, Interior Secretary, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Udall: 

lust what kind of a Latter Day S 




aint are you? - 

r rr* 



You certainly weren't thinking very 
when vou made front-na«?e criticism of the Church of ‘ 
Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints regarding the 
Negroes not remitted to hold the Priesthood in the 
Church . 



Could it be that you have forgotten the Church 
was organized through Divine Revelation from God 
and is still guided from HIM throurh our Pronhet 
David 0, McKay? I am sure no one in V/a.shinrton, 

D. C., including vourself, can take it unon them- 
selves to make anv changes, 

Furthermore, the church does not "actively" 
seek Tvearo members, but do not denv membershin to 
those who seek it. The TJerroes in the church under- 
stand why they are not, remitted to hold the Priest- 
hood, and it is only those who know nothing about 
the church who seem to be raisins: the fuss. And 
what a shame it is that vou are asitatins them. 

Tho orincirle of Rerentance is an admirable 
rart of the Gosrel of Jesus Christ - may we all use 
it often. 







"We have many well educated intelligent 
Negroes who live and work here, and I 
have discussed our church and the 
limitations placed upon the Negro in it. I 

have been pleasantly surprised at times 
to find that many of them agree with 
this limitation. Their belief is that God in 
his own time will remove this limitation 
and that as promised by biblical and 
modern-day prophecy, they, the Negroes, 
will have the same opportunities as all 
other men." 

(Negative Letter 43) 
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BLACKS UNDESERVING OF 

PRIESTHOOD 
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Blacks Undeserving of Priesthood 



This lamentable argument unfortunately is also one 
which reinforces the doctrine which was used to justify 
the ban. 




f y 

"For your information, I can promise you that the 

Negros will never be given the rights of the 
Priesthood except they humble themselves before 
the Lord in righteousness and obedience. They 
cannot and will not gain this right or priviledge by or 
through riots, marches, or the pressure of faithless men 
such as yourself who do not know or understand the 
eternal nature and significance of this right and calling 
before the Lord. It would be no blessing to the 
Negros to have the Priesthood before they are 
ready and willing to assume the responsibilities and 
consequences connected with this office in the 
Kingdom of God. To give them the impression that 
they can gain entrance into this office and calling other 
than through repentance, humility and obedience to 
the Lord is a disservice to them or any other race or 
person on earth." 

(Negative Letter 4) 



Dear \x. -Ida 11, 

Tour insistent demands that the T,. 
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Whether or not the tfegros ghin tills xrivilidge is between then and the Lord, 
rot between you or I. If you suppose that the Priesthood is n ooUtical 



item that can be "iven or taken away by the whim of political pressure, then 
you yourself are not worthy to hold this responsibility before the throne 
of Heaven or nen* Just because ' r ou happen to in q currently powerful 
political position in the world hoes not rive you the right or responsibility 
to dictate what the Lord must do to itis children whether they be "eyres or 
any other race upon the face of the earth* 

If you are afraid of uh?t rosy be the social or oolitical outcome if 
the fJegros are not granted admittance into ever/ door that strikes their 
fancy, then you do not understand nor appreciate the great cost by which 
the gospel was restored a 7 sin upon the earth through the servants of thr 
Lord who i/qto called nr 1 no oiled to this task hr/ fch«- Lord* For •. f our 

• • *4 

information, T can orouise you that the ITe-ros will never be -i vm the 
rights of the Priesthood except they hir bio thoraeolvoe before the Lr>rd 
in righteousness and obedience. They cannot an* will not gain this right 



or privilidro by or through riots, t to he a or the pressure of faithless r.en 
such ss yourself who do not Imow or understand thr etemrl tip turn r.r.l significance 
of this right and calling before t h* lard. 

It. would no bios sir* to the 'Tegros to have the Priest ho d before 
they are re -dy rni willing to easum® the responsibilities and oorseouences 



connected with this o 'face ir. the ingdern af docl. 
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in Tension 



t t ■ can 'sin a r* sa into 1 la 
"eve"t" i ncn > hurl'* it” erd obedience to 



office ord aa 1 1 in g other than through 
th~ Lord is - -]i a service to thru or cry 
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•croon on earth. 



Respectful ■*” yours. 
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"Have you hired a negroe in your own 
home or enterprise? Do you think you 
have enough common sense to save a 
few dollars and withdraw one of these 

poor, ill-favored people from their 
morass of corruption and spiritual 
weakness?" 

(Negative Letter 8) 
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"The fact that God has seen fit to create a 
disability, i.e., the witholding of the Priesthood, 
from certain of his children who were 
disobedient in the pre-existent life, is a condition 
we cannot alter. The fact that we discipline or 
deprive certain members of our own family 
because of disobedient acts doesn't mean that we 
love them any less. - Of course I know - your 
position conforms with the "popular" notion that 
God merely - and capriciously mixed up a "batch" 
of children, some of whom were white, others black 
and some yellow in order to provide interest and 
variety. I pity those who consider such a concept 
deserving of belief." 

(Negative Letter 14) 
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"You also called the doctrine of the 
preexistence a borrowed superstition and 
the church authorities have strayed and 
compromised. If you have a better 
explanation as to why the Negroes are 
born so handicapped you should publish it 
so all may know. Surely no one envies 
them in their native land or their color or 
status. " 

(Negative Letter 19) 
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would appreciate an explanation from 
you as to how the priesthood has become 
so almighty important to people who 
never before were even interested in the 
restored gospel. We must remember that 
a testimony and baptism must be 
accomplished before any male member is 
allowed to even be considered for the 
priesthood. What are you going to do now 
to assist in the conversion and baptism of 
these people so that from that day they will 
be allowed "full fellowship" in the restored 
Church?" 

(Negative Letter 24) 



Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Honorable Mr. Udall: 



Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
May 24, 1967 1 l 
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I, as thousands of other people, have been extremely upset at a recent news 
article published under an associated press date line. My feelings are such 
that I feel a desire to comnunicate them to you. 



It is difficult for me to understand why an Individual with your religious 
background, education, and political stature would make such an off-hand 
comment concerning the Mormon religion and their revealed doctrine concerning 
the Hegros. You have stated "It is Inevitable that national attention would 
be focused on what critics have called 'anti-Negro doctrine' of the L.D.S. 
Church." If the priesthood is so important to you Mr. Udall, why are you not 
honoring It? Is your life so full of party politics (Great Society) that you 
have moved away from the belief structure of your parents? Is it now that you 
are so concerned with your Job that you want to focus "national attention" on 
something that you think would be damaging to God fearing people? I have 
served with various Negro people in positions of responsibility within the 
Mormon Church that have accepted the revealed explanation of their present denial 
of the priesthood. They also are aware of the future eternal opportunities that 
will be made available to them. What are you doing with your future eternal 
opportunities? 

I resent the fact that you have termed it "sad irony" that the Church denies 
"full fellowship to the Negros." If the priesthood is so important to you, 
as well as the rest of the world, in order to attain full fellowship in the 
Church, then why are you not representing yourself as a son of God by attracting 
people so that they can receive full fellowship? Over two million people now 
belong to the Mormon Church. It is the fastest growing Church in the world, by 
percentage growth. Now that a certain individual may play an important role 
in politics next year it i£ "sad irony" that politics must be used as a tool. 

Our great former President, John P. Kennedy was allowed the right to believe 
his doctrine of the Catholic Church. Senators and Representatives on a 
national and state level supported him despite the fact that he was a Catholic. 

I would appreciate an explanation from you as to how the priesthood has become 
so almighty important to people who never before were even interested in the 
restored gospel. We must remember that a testimony and baptism must be 
accomplished before any male member is allowed to even be considered for the 
priesthood. What are you going to do now to assist in the conversion and 
baptism of these people so that from that day they will be allowed "full 
fellowship" in the restored Church? 



Sincerely, 










MEMBERS SHOULD KNOW 

THEIR PLACE 



Members should know their place 



To anyone who grew up in Mormon culture, it should not be 
surprising that this section is by far the longest. This thread is 
woven into almost every letter Udall received — members should 
not question the leaders! 



" . . . Seek not to counsel your God . 

...Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 

and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. ...Let's let the Lord 
decide when to reveal a change 
concerning the Priesthood." 

(Negative Letter 3) 



6alt Lake City, Utah 
Way 19, 1967 



V.r. Stuart Ddall 
Secretary of the interior 
lashiarton, D.C. 

Dear Vr. Udall, 

Concerninr your recent article in DIALOGUE, we would like to refer 
you to these scrintureex 

Wherefore enter ye in at the rate is l have commanded and 
acek not to counsel your 'rod , (DftC 2?i 4) 

•..shalt thou find favour and *ood urder^tandirr ir the sirht 
of (tod and nan. 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
tnine own understanding • 

In all thy ways acknowledre hirr and he shall direct thy oaths . 

(Proverbs #3:4-6) 

Let's let the Lord decide when to reveal a chanfe concerning the 
Priesthood • 



sincerely. 

















"Your insistent demands that the LDS 
Church bestow the rights of the Priesthood 
of God on the Negro race are somewhat 
foolish and vain as whether or not the 
Negros gain this priviledge is between 
them and the Lord, not between you or 
I. ...Just because you happen to be in a 
currently powerful political position in the 
world does not give you the right or 
responsibility to dictate what the Lord 
must do to His children whether they be 
Negros or any other race upon the face of 
the earth." 

(Negative Letter 4) 
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whether or not the fie gron Tin this arivllidge is between then and the Lord, 
rot between or I. If you suppose that the Priesthood is n oollticni 



i*eri that can be "iven or taken away by the w lira of political pressure, then 

» 

you '.•ourself are not worthy to hold this responsibility before the throne 
of heaven or non. Just because • r ou happen to be in q currently >owerfiil 



political position in the world foes not give you the right or responsibility 
to dictate what th« Lord inu3t do to His children whether they be Yegros or 
any other race upon the face of the eirth# 

If you are afraid of uh?t ra ay be the social or oolitical outcome if 



the ’eyres are not granted admittance into ever'.'’ door that strikes their 



fancy, then you do not understand nor appreciate the great cost by which 



the gosocl was restored again upon the earth through the servants of thr 
Lord who vere called sri op lointed to this husk by f : r Lord* Per •tout 
I nformation, T esn nrad.se you that the Negros will never be given the 
rights of the Priesthood except they hunblc thancolveo before the 
in righteousness and obedience. They cannot an* will not -nin this right 
or privilAdge bv or through riots, mr rchsn or the pressure of faithless r.en 
such as yourself who do not bow or understand thr etemol nature nri significance 
of this v A ght and calling before the Tord. 

It. would b" no blosair.g to the ' T egr os to have th'' Hriostho d before 
they rre re dy end wiping to essura® the reaponsibilit.i *3 and consequences 
connected wi t.h this o Tice ir. th*- ingdem of ‘rod. A o - ive t v r n thr impression 
f t f ey can 'air r-trerce Into t is office ard cal 1 !”" other than through 
"epe^tence, hivility end obedience to thr Lord is - disservice to thri or any 
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race or verson on earth. 



0. S. OEPT. MOERIOR 

RECEIVED 




"I am very much displeased with you as a 
public servant and as a representive of 
the LDS Church! To think that the Lord has 
discontinued to give His word and 
instruction to His Prophet and has now 
spoken to a "lay" member of the church, 
makes me happy to know really where the 
TRUTH is. I have always been taught to 
keep my eye on the Prophet, and not a 
person who claims, because of his 
government position, to be in the "Know 
how" concerning church doctrine!!" 
(Negative Letter 5) 




Henefer, Utah 



May 19, 1967 



Stewart TTdall 

Sec of Interior 
# 

Mr. Udall, 
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I an very much displeased with you as*^l *pu£$Jc 
aervnr a ud as a repre .ive 0 he IDS Church! To 
think that the Lord ha3 discontinued to give His word 
and instruction to His Prophet and has now spoken to 



a "lay" member of the church, makes me happy to know 
really where the TRUTH is. I have always been taught 
to keep my eye on the Prophet, and not a person who claims, 
because of his g o v e r n ment position, to be in the "Know 
how" concerning church doctrine!! 

As a returned das-* o^ary for the church, since 
when have our missionaries been sent to preach the truth 
to the Negro people? As your untinley article so stat- 
ed in the Ogden Standard, 19 May 61 , this has always 
been the policy of the church. Check amain for the 
truthfulness of your statement. 

To think that you. , as a member of the Church of 
•Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, could be so helpful 
n s a missionary in your ITTORTANT position, then you 
allow such a release in the newspaper makes me ashamed 



"The fact that your parents were 
Mormans before you were born 

does not make you an authority 

on running the affairs of the 
Church of Jesus Christ." 

(Negative Letter 6) 




Stamford, Connecticut 06903 
May 20, 1967 



The Honorable Stewart L. IJdall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

From an artical in the New York Times I learned of a letter you 
had written to the Dialogue stating our church was wrong in with- 
holding the priesthood from the Negros. If you knew as much abou 4 
the Gospel as you do about the affairs of state, you would never 
have written such a letter. 

The priesthood was witheld from the Negros by God himself for 
reasons unknown to man. Since He is the creator of all things, 

1 know that no one else has the right to say who will be His 
legal representative on the earth. 

The fact that your parents were Mormans before you were born does 
not make you an authority on running the affairs of the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 

In case you are interested, this information, witholding the 
preisthood from the Negros, is found in the Pearl of Great Price 
as a revelation given to Enoch, the prophet at that time. 

If you are a good Latter Day Saint, some serious thought and 
study should be worked into your busy schedule so that you will 
not make remarks of this kind. 



Sincerely yours. 




DCH/gh 






"Have you no civility nor sympathies 
for our leaders, burdened with so 
many unsolved problems? Or who do 
you think you are to presume you 
can force by public declaration on 
man, David 0 McKay, to open up the 
windows of security on the negroes? 
Are you beyond polite, personal 
communication?" 

(Negative Letter 8) 
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"Too many people have the mistaken concept that this 
is a convention of man and can be merely altered by 
decision of a committee or counsel. This is not 
possible when one realizes the nature of our church 
and it's complete dependence on revelations for which 
is the only means that the revelation concerning the 
denial of the priesthood unto the negro can be 
changed. ...It is not for a priesthood holder to 
contend with the church or the general authorities 
on matters concerning direct revelation by 
speculation, it is rather his responsibility and 
obligation to see that it be promulgated and 
carried out. ...it is scriptural doctrine that the Negro 
will receive the priesthood when the time comes. This 
time will be revealed by revelation and not due to 
political or social expediency or any other means. " 
(Negative Letter 10) 
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"You know what happened to Lucifer 
when he told God how to run affairs. 

In a God inspired church even the 
highest don't dare tell God our father 
how to run the affairs on earth. Don't 
make a fool of yourself for your worthy 
ancestors sake" 

(Negative Letter 1 1) 
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"It is the Lord's priesthood and he has 

the power to designate to whom it shall 
be given, and that power of designation 
has never been given to man. You 

certainly owe an apology to President 
David O McKay. " 

(Negative Letter 1 3) 
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"The fact that you, Mr. Secretary, and 
others like you and the churches of the 
world, as it were, seek in ignorance to 
deride and malign the church and its 
ordained authorities, and "pursuade" 
through pressure and innuendo, said 
church and authorities to a supposed 
"popular" position will do nothing more 
than cause us to resolve the stronger to 
sustain truth at all cost. " 

(Negative Letter 14) 
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"A few of the left-wing Church 
members seem to think that this 
doctrine is man-made. This 
fortunately is not true. This doctrine 
comes directly from our Father in 
Heaven, for which I'm grateful. When 
our Father in Heaven decides the time 
is right for the prophet to change the 
doctrine of the Church, I'm sure this 
will be done — but not until. ... leave 
the affairs of the L.D.S. Church 
doctrine to the leaders of the 
church." 

(Negative Letter 1 6) 



THE CnilRCn OF JESU8 CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 



WARD ISISUOI’KIC 
I STAKE 



Salt Lake city. Utah 



22 May 1967 



Mr* Stewart Udall, Secretary 
United States Department of Interior 
'Washington, D.C. 




Dear Secretary Udall: 



Your announcement of a few days ago on the radio came as somewhat 
of a surprise* The statement in which you startled most of us 
Utahns with the demand on our church leaders that they should 
change their "pious" ways and allow the Negro the Priesthood* I 
don’t suppose you have ever held the Priesthood, or you wouldn't 
have said what you did. This really surprises me coming from a 
member of the L*D.S. Church. I heard rumored that you were a 
member (on paper) • This explains a great deal. 

An article appeared in Time Magazine a month or so ago with a few 
statements from you regarding this same doctrine. Seems a little 
odd, but I just can't seem to get the connection between the 
Department of Interior and L.D.S. Church doctrine regarding the 
Priesthood. By the way, did you make the statement as a member 
of the L.D.S. Church or as an apostate? Just curious. I suggest 
that you do a little more reading of the standard works of the 
Church and less talking. 

A few of the left-wing Church members seem to think that this 
doctrine is man-made. This fortunately is not true. This doctrine 
comes directly from our Father in Heaven, for which I'm grateful. 
When our Father in Heaven decides the time is right for the pro- 
phet to change the doctrine of the Church, I'm sure this will be 
uone - - but not until. 



I suggest that you take care of the business of the Interior such as 
spenaing more of our tax money that we don't have and leave the 
affairs of the L.D.S. Church doctrine to the leaders of the church. 

Respectfully, 







"Why don't you run the Interior 
Department and let the General 
Authorities administer the doctrine of 
the "Mormon" Church. If the Lord wants 
these doctrines changed I feel he is 
capable of sending an angel to the 
proper authority and giving them 
instructions. ...If the Lord felt you are 
the one to establish his doctrines why 
then were you not called to be Pres, of 
the Church instead of Mr. McKay?" 
(Negative Letter 21) 
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"The Lord's purposes will move on. You must 
realize that the Mormon Church is, in actuality, 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Evidence, both 
scientific and spiritual are testaments to this 
fact and any sincere person would believe this 
message. You must humble yourself from 
your high throne and seek the scriptures 
before seeking doctrinal change through 
changing social conditions. We are not 
Catholics, Mr. Udall. when the time comes. 
The lord will speak but not through the 
Secretary of the Interior or any other 
branch of the government." 

(Negative Letter 22) 



3 



i 1 Prerane you are luite 
rani liar with the scriptures both ancient 
ani modern and therefore, there was no 
need for me to quote ocriptures. I know, 
that no doctrinal changes will come through 
secuj ..r pressure* The lord's "DurTioses 'Till 
rove on. You must realize that the I'ormon 
wivrcn 33, in actuality, the Church of Jesus 
Chrisr. Evidence, both scientific and 
spiritual are testaments to this fact and 
any sincere person would believe thi3 
message. You must humbl e yourself from 
your high throne and seek the "oriptures 
before seeking doctrinal change through 
changing social conditions. We are not 
Cat noli cs, Mr. Udall. \7hen the time comes, 
The Lord will 3peak but not through the 
Secretary of the Interior or any other branch 
of the .government. 




SIREIY THE TOED GOD WIIL DO 'TOTHT TO, 
BUT HE REVEALETH HIS SECRET IFfTO 
HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS. 

Amos 3:7 





"You say the issue of the colored 
people and the Priesthood must be 
solved. May I ask you a question? Who 
are you to instruct the Lord's 
Prophet? Further, is it any of your 
business how the Lord establishes His 
Priesthood on His Earth?" 

(Negative Letter 23) 
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Mr. Stewart Udall 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

— ; cr» 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Your obvious attempt to include the church in your partisan liberal 
ideas irritates me to a high degree. 

Your liberal friends and their establishment have already incited 
the colored people to such a fevered pitch that they no longer respect 
law and order. Your crowd tells these people that they have been mis- 
treated. I hear colored people preaching anarchy and violence. I see 
them marching in the streets with the white friends, the liberal so- 
called do-gooders. I see more trouble than can be handled in a pleasant 
"let the kids play" attitude. 

Then to top it all off I hear you, a so-called member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, stirring up political trouble for 
your own people. You say the issue of the colored people and the 
Priesthood must be solved. May I ask you a question? Who are you to 
instruct the Lord's Prophet? Further, is it any of your business how 
the Lord establishes His Priesthood on His Earth? 

The political government is not the savior of the people. Many 
governments and forms of governments have set themselves up as the 
supreme authority. In time they all decay because of their own corruption. 

I suggest that you should confine your activities to the Department 
of Interior and quit trying to command the Lord or His Prophet for your 
own political reasons. 



24 May 1967 
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"If you know anything about Church government, 
you should know that David O. McKay is the mouth 
piece of God and he does not take such matters in 
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to 
have him do. This, the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latterday Saints is not just another social 
organization that can change its laws and by-laws 
to suite the will of its members. Jesus Christ is still 
at the head of His Church and His Will will be carried 
out by those who have been called to do so. ... 
remember what happened to that one of the 
Children of Israel who tried to steady the Ark of the 
Covenant after they all had been told, not to touch it 
Take that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to 
tell President McKay what to do." 

(Negative Letter 26) 



Mesa, Arizona 65201 
May 25 , 1967 



Honorable Stewart Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington D . C . 

Honorable Sir: 

After reading that article in the Arizona Repuhlic quoting you - your ideas 
as to the stand the Church I eaders should take toward the negroes has 
provoked me to the point I can't refrain from writing to you. Every L. D.S. 
feel3 as I do and also many others that are not L.D.S. 

My Catholic neighbor said to me, "Why did he ever bring in the Church?" 

That is what we all would like to know. What was your motive? 

Did you feel that it would raise your prestige; or make you appear broader- 
minded and to have risen above social customs as you intimated the Church 
leaders were bonded to? 

It is strange that a man with as much knowledge would use such little wisdom 
in expressing himself. We are living in a day when those in high political 
offices should be working for peace and goodwill among all people instead of 
stirring up unrest. 

If you know anything about Church government, you should know that David 
. McKay is the mouth piece of God and he does not take such matters in 
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to have him do. This, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of L atterday Saints is not just another social organiz- 
ation that can change its laws and by-laws to suite the will of its members. 

Jesus Christ is still at the head of His Church and His Will 'will be carried 
out by those who have been called to do so. 

If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has made it known, that all 
1 .D.S. Negroes elegible for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many 
of th£ vast negro race would that affect? A comparatively small handful would 
be included. Those few I .D.S. Negroes are not among those who are 
making an issue of it. They are happy in being members of Christ’ s Church 
and are joyfully looking forward to that promised day when they will be given 
the Priesthood. They realize that they have so much more than those who 
are not members. 

No, it isn't the L.D.S. Negroes who are making an issue of it. Communistic 
agitators and a few others who are stirring up trouble. 

Mr. Udall, remember what happened to that one of the Children of Israel who 
tried to steady the Ark of the Covenant after they all had been told not to touch it. 
'lake that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to tell President McKay 
what to do. This is a time for us all to see to it that our lamps are trimmed 
and full of oil. 



Yours very truly. 






"Could it be that you have forgotten 
the Church was organized through 
Divine Revelation from God and is 
still guided from HIM through our 
Prophet David O. McKay? I am sure 
no one in Washington, D. C, 
including yourself, can take it upon 
themselves to make any changes. " 
(Negative Letter 27) 
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Stewart L. TJdnll, Interior Secretary, 
Washington, 7). C. 



Deer Mr. Udall: 
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lust what kind of a Latter Dav Saint are yau? 

•w. » 

You certainly weren’t thinking very straie^J 
when vou made front-na^e criticism of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints regarding the 
Negroes not remitted to hold the Priesthood in the 
Church . 
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Could it be that you have forgotten the Church 
was organized through Divine Revelation from Cod 
end is 3till puided from HIM throurh our Pronhet 
David 0. McKay? I am sure no one in Washington, 

D. C., including vourself, can take it upon them- 
selves to make anv changes. 

furthermore, the church does not "actively” 
seek Neero members, but do not denv membershin to 
those who seek it. The Neyroes in the church under- 
stand why they are not remitted to hold the Priest- 
hood, and it is oniv those who know nothing about 
the church who seem to be raising the fuss. And 
whet a shame it is that vou are apitatinr them. 

The princinle of Repentance is an admirable 
part of the Gosrel of Jesus Christ - mav we all use 
it often. 





"There is one thing you have forgotten with your 
background as a "Mormon". The Lord spoke to his 
Prophet Brigham Young concerning the Law of Plural 
Marriage. He and He alone will direct His Prophet 
on the earth today. President David O. McKay. 
Nothing anyone tries to do will change that fact. ...The 
people of the world will change their religions to fit 
their personal desires, birth control, etc. But this isn't 
from God. ...The world will not understand "God's 
will" by this type of demanding, we as Latter-day 
Saints should not be weak like the world and dare 
to think we can demand anything from our 
Prophet, This is a privilege we earned to prepare 
ourselves for Eternal Life and I abhore your tactics." 
(Negative Letter 28) 



May 26 , 1967 



Stewart L. Udall 
Sec. of the Interior 
Capitol Building 
Washington u • C. 

Dear Brother Udall, 

I just read this article in the *>ar* Bernardino Sun. il nd it 
has caused me to write this letter. 

dear Bro. Udall it seems to me that you are fitting into 
the pattern of the last days. There is one thing you have forgotten 
with your background as a "Mormon". The Lord spoke to his Prophet 
3righam foung concerning the Law of Plural Marriage. He and He 
alone will direct His Prophet on the earth today, President David 
0. McKay. iJothing anyone tries to do will change that fact. 

We are told about the persecution we will encounter again. 
Possibly this subject of Mormonism verses the negro will be the 
string that is pulled. 

The people of the world will change their religions to fit 
their personal desires, birth control, etc. But this isn't from 
God. There are those that want to take "God" out of our Pledge 
of Allegiance but does it make it right only because people want it? 

I think you've done the church an injustice. The world will 
not understand "God's will" by this type of demanding, rfe as 
Latter-day ^aints should not be weak like the world and dare to 
think we can demand anything from our Prophet, This is a privilege 
we earned to prepare ourselves for Eternal Life and I abhore your 
tactics. 

I want to leave my testimony with you that I know the Lord 
directs His Prophet in the affairs of the church and that David 
0. KcKay is His Prophet today. *nd that he is following God's 
will in all the affairs of the church. 



Sincerely, 




Fontana, California 92335 








"you are lacking in that one great principle 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints to witt: "To support the general 
authorities of the church". ...I am a 
convert to the church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints having come into the 
church in August 1957 at the age of 51, 
and I know better than to make 
statements, past, present, and future that 
you are supposed to have made." 

(Negative Letter 30) 




"I cannot help but believe you are not so 
presumptuous as to believe the reasoning 
of man preempts the wisdom of God 
who "Reveals nothing except through 
his Prophets"" 

(Negative Letter 37) 
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...the wording of your letter indicates 

lat you were telling the General 
authorities what to do instead of 
oicing your personal opinion in the 
orm of a suggestion. You also 
ompletely disregarded the fact that 
bis Church is run by Jesus Christ by 
irect revelation. We do not have 
ouncil meetings to debate and 
hange Doctrines." 

Negative Letter 39) 










June 13, 1967 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
The Department of Interior ~t 

Washington, D. C. 20525 

03 

Dear Brother Udall: 

r m 

. * n » •>*> 

I was disturbed to read an article in the Los Angeles Times 

regarding your open letter to President David O. McKay about the 
Negro Doctrine* If your letter was not quoted correctly, I would 
appreciate a copy of the original* Going on the assumption that 
the article was correct, I would like to make the following 
comments : 
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1* I agree with you that each of us as members has 
the privilege to question anything regarding 
Doctrine that we do not completely understand or 
agree with. However, there are proper channels 
of authority and discreet methods of doing this 
which I feel you have grossly violated and in 
doing so have caused a great deal of harm to the 
Church's public image and also have created 
dissention, confusion, and dismay among the mem- 
bers of the Church in general. You should have 
presented your ideas to your Bishopric and then 
to the stake presidency and finally to the First 
Presidency. Also, and MOST important, this 
should have been done in privacy and in a confi- 
dential manner, rather than an open letter to a 
publication that would eventually reach the gen- 
eral mass media and gain nationwide publicity. 

Your manner of handling your letter causes me and 
the majority of members I have interviewed to 
assume that you deliberately tried to embarrass 
the Authorities and force their hand on a very 
delicate problem. 

2. Secondly, the wording of your letter indicates 
that you were telling the General Authorities 
what to do instead of voicing your personal 
opinion in the form of a suggestion. You also 
completely disregarded the fact that this Church 
is run by Jesus Christ by direct revelation. We 
do not have council meetings to debate and change 
Doctrines. Your statement that the Lord is 
speaking to us every day in the examples the 
Negro people are setting, has such a protestant 
ring to it that i'm wondering just how active you 
are and how well read you are in regards to the 
Standard Works. 



"The fifth article of faith says "we believe that 
a man must be called of God..." What right 
and authority have you to teach doctrine 
which is contrary to the earliest church and try 
to make it appear as church doctrine? I hope 
Pres McKay, who has power and authority, 
will tell you to mind your own business and 
not informed, predict or prophesy regarding 
the doctrine of the LDS church. ...You have 
authority to tell others when to open and 
close headgates on big dams, but please 
don't assume that you have any right nor 
power to tell the leaders of the LDS church 
what they should do." 

(Negative Letter 41) 
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"I would like to ask you how can 
you get the Lord to come and give 
a revelation when and what you 
want? We believe that the L.D.S. 
Church is led by revelation and 
this information has to come from 
God and it is his desire and not 
mans wishes toward his people." 
(Negative Letter 42) 



June 28, 1967 
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An vi 11 Udall 
Secretary of Intern 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother: 

I am writing this letter to you because I feel that you don’t 

understand what you have said, if it is true what I have read in the 

news paper. I recently read a news article wherein you want the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to voluntarily permit the 
Negro to hold the Priesthood in the church. The article stated that 
you and your parents belonged to the Church. 

I would like to ask you how can you get the Lord to come and 

give a revelation when and what you want? We believe that the L.D.S. 
Church is led by revelation and this information has to come from 
God and it is his desire and not mans wishes toward his people. 

If you really think what was printed in the news article as what 
should be done, you are heading toward apostasy, you cannot afford 
to be influenced by Satin this way* 

If you believe that the Church is lead by a prophet and that it 
is guided by the Lord then you will believe that the Negro will someday 
get his rightful 1 place in the Kingdom of God. As it is now, he is 
better off than you and I as he will go to Heaven without working for 
it. The Lord will not keep a person out of Heaven because he cannot 
hold the Priesthood if it is not time for him to hold this office. 

On the other hand if a person is permitted to hold this office as you 
and I, we have to keep the Sabbath Day holy, pay an honest tithing, 
observe the Word of Wisdom, go to the Temple for ourself and those that 
have gone on before us, and do all the things that a priesthood holder 
has to do. If we don’t there is only one place for us to go and that 
is to Hell with Satin and his Angels, But the Negro only has to be 
Baptized, and keep the commandments of God but all the extra work 
connected with the Priesthood he does not need to do, because God does 
not require it of him. In other words he is a favored child of God 
and not one that is deprived of salvation. 

The Negro cannot be a Son of Perdition but you and I can; why, 
because we hold the Priesthood of God in the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. 








































"I am well aware of our individual right to our 
own opinions, and, I exercise it frequently. 
However, this question is not one in which I 
feel that any member is qualified to judge. 
I am sure that you are aware that we should 
support church authorities in all matters 
pertaining to our spiritual welfare. I do, and I 
do not question the wisdom. I think you 
should too. ...One thing I would like to make 
clear, God does not speak to us as 
individuals or collectively except on matters 
that pertain only to us as individuals. He has 
a prophet upon the earth and He speaks 
to him!" 

(Negative Letter 43) 
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"Stop trying to be the Prophet!!! A 

good Mormon sustains the leaders of his 
church. Are you a good Mormon? If 

you've been thru the temple you have 
stated that you would uphold the 
leaders of our church. Why do you 

publicly try to force the Prophet to 
change the church's position?" 

(Negative Letter 47) 
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THOU SHALT NOT 
EMBARRASS THE CHURCH 






Thou Shalt Not Embarrass the 

Church 




To many readers, Udall’s main sin wasn’t the fact that he had 
asked the questions, but rather the fact that his open letter 
embarrassed the church, possibly scaring away potential converts. 



"To think that you, as a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, could be so helpful as a 
missionary in your IMPORTANT position, 
then you allow such a release in the 
newspaper makes me ashamed to think 
that we have such people in our church. 
Instead of building up the Kingdom of 
God, YOUR tearing it apart and 
making it very difficult for the Church 
to move ahead." 

(Negative Letter 5) 
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to think that we have such people in our church. Instead 
of building up the Kingdom of God t lOTTh tearing it 
apart and making it very difficult for ihe Church to 
move ahead • 

It is comforting to know that we can remove such 
people as you from public office every 4 years, and you 
can rest assured that I wi 1 do all ~n my pcwe r to 
acquaint our members with the falacy of your state- 
ment. I feel that you are not ”ven worthy of the 
c-ovemmert position you hold v/hen you USE your church 
for your own benefit! ! ! 
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"It is misquotation and apparent 
dissensions such as this which void all 
the good efforts of the missionary 
program and individual members of 
the church." 

(Negative Letter 10) 
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"If apostates like you would keep 
their mouth shut, there would not be 
any reproach brought upon the 
church in the minds of the uninformed 
or ill-informed public." 

(Negative Letter 19) 
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"Just what kind of a Latter Day Saint 
are you? you certainly weren't thinking 
very straight when you made front- 
page criticism of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints regarding 
the Negroes not permitted to hold 
the Priesthood in the Church." 
(Negative Letter 27) 
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Stewart L. TJda 11, Interior .Secretary, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Udall: rn-« ^ 

* KaJ 

lust what kind of a Latter Day Saint are yau? 



You certainly weren’t thinking very strra 
when vou made front-najze criticism of the Church of 



Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints regarding the 
Negroes not permitted to hold the Priesthood in the 
Church . 
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Could it be that you have forgotten the Church 
was organized through Divine Revelation from God 
and is still guided from HIM throurh our Pronhet 
David 0. McKav? I an sure no one in V/ashinrton, 

D. C., including vourself, can take it upon them- 
Ives to make any changes • 

Furthermore , the church does not ’’actively” 
seek Nearo members, but do not denv membership to 
those who seek it. The Negroes in the church under- 
stand why they are not permitted to hold the Priest- 
hood , and it is only those who know nothing about 
the church who seem to be raisins the fuss. And 
what a shame it is that vou are a^itatinp them. 

The principle of Repentance is an admirable 
part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ - may we all use 
it often. 





"Why don't you tray to correct this 
thing instead of putting our church 
up to ridicule. ...What you have said 
won't bother me but you have done 
irreparable damage to many who 
were just ready to come into the 
Church or who were being a little lax. 

I think you should get down on your 
knees and ask God's forgiveness for 
the harm you have done. Maybe He 
will forgive you." 

(Negative Letter 29) 
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"...there are proper channels of authority and 
discreet methods of doing this which I feel you 
have grossly violated and in doing so have caused 

a great deal of harm to the Church's public 
image and also have created dissention, confusion, 
and dismay among the members of the Church in 
general. You should have presented your ideas to 
your Bishopric and then to the stake presidency 
and finally to the First Presidency. Also, and MOST 
important, this should have been done in privacy 
and in a confidential manner, rather than an 
open letter to a publication that would 
eventually reach the general mass media and 
gain nationwide publicity." 

(Negative Letter 39) 



June 13, 1967 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
The Department of Interior ( 

Washington, D. C. 20525 

Dear Brother Udall: 

I was disturbed to read an article in the Los Angeles Times 
regarding your open letter to President David O. McKay about the 
Negro Doctrine. If your letter was not quoted correctly, I would 
appreciate a copy of the original. Going on the assumption that 
the article was correct, I would like to make the following 
comments : 

1. I agree with you that each of us as members has 
the privilege to question anything regarding 
Doctrine that we do not completely understand or 
agree with. However, there are proper channels 
of authority and discreet methods of doing this 
which I feel you have grossly violated and in 
doing so have caused a great deal of harm to the 
Church's public image and also have created 
dissention, confusion, and dismay among the mem- 
bers of the Church in general. You should have 
presented your ideas to your Bishopric and then 
to the stake presidency and finally to the First 
Presidency. Also, and MOST important, this 
should have been done in privacy and in a confi- 
dential manner, rather than an open letter to a 
publication that would eventually reach the gen- 
eral mass media and gain nationwide publicity. 

Your manner of handling your letter causes me and 
the majority of members I have interviewed to 
assume that you deliberately tried to embarrass 
the Authorities and force their hand on a very 
delicate problem. 

2. Secondly, the wording of your letter indicates 
that you were telling the General Authorities 
what to do instead of voicing your personal 
opinion in the form of a suggestion. You also 
completely disregarded the fact that this Church 
is run by Jesus Christ by direct revelation. We 
do not have council meetings to debate and change 
Doctrines. Your statement that the Lord is 
speaking to us every day in the examples the 
Negro people are setting, has such a protestant 
ring to it that i'm wondering just how active you 
are and how well read you are in regards to the 
Standard Works. 




YOU ARE IGNORANT 






You Are Ignorant 



Many readers felt that the only way Udall could hold the 
views that he did was that he really wasn’t knowledgable 
about “true doctrine.” They wrote to inform him of that fact. 



"From an article in the New York Times I learned of 
a letter you had written to the Dialogue stating our 
church was wrong in withholding the priesthood 
from the Negros. If you knew as much about the 
Gospel as you do about the affairs of state, you 
would never have written such a letter. ...The 
priesthood was witheld from the Negros by God 
himself for reasons unknown to man. ..In case you 
are interested, this information, witholding the 
preisthood from the Negros, is found in the Pearl 
of Great Price as a revelation given to Enoch, the 
prophet at that time. If you are a good Latter Day 
Saint, some serious thought and study should be 
worked into your busy schedule so that you will not 
make remarks of this kind." 

(Negative Letter 6) 



Stamford, Connecticut 06903 
May 20, 1967 



The Honorable Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Sirs 

From an artical in the New York Times I learned of a letter you 
had written to the Dialogue stating our church was wrong in with- 
holding the priesthood from the Negros. If you knew as much about 
the Gospel as you do about the affairs of state, you would never 
have written such a letter. 

The priesthood was witheld from the Negros by God himself for 
reasons unknown to man. Since He is the creator of all things, 

1 know that no one else has the right to say who will be His 
legal representative on the earth. 

The fact that your parents were Mormans before you were born does 
not make you an authority on running the affairs of the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 

In case you are interested, this information, witholding the 
preisthood from the Negros, is found in the Pearl of Great Price 
as a revelation given to Enoch, the prophet at that time. 

If you are a good Latter Day Saint, some serious thought and 
study should be worked into your busy schedule so that you will 
not make remarks of this kind. 



Sincerely yours. 



DCH/gh 








"I just finished reading the Los 
Angeles Times article, "End Mormon 
Racial Bias, Udall Urges." I felt it 
necessary to express my sympathy to 

you for your apparent lack of 
knowledge and testimony of the 

truthfulness of the Gospel." 

(Negative Letter 7) 



May 20, 1967 
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Secretary of the Interior, 
Stewart L. Udall 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Udall: 
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I just finished reading the Los Angeles Times article, 

"End Mormon Racial Bias, Udall Urges." 1 felt it necessary 
to express my sympathy to you for your apparent lack of 
knowledge and testimony of the truthfulness of the Gospel. 



iou nave served witness to the entire world that tne presence 
of social needs is the basis lor latter-day revelation. If 
you had more faith, you might understand that the criteria for 
revelation are not man’s needs but rather God’s will. 

Our Church is not a democracy, nor has it ever pretended to be 
one; but rather it is a theocracy based on the authority given 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith via a visitation from God himself. 
Of course if you covet the stewardship presently invested in 
President David 0. McKay, then perhaps you might prefer to 
lead another dissenting group away from the Church — a move 
similar to that which was led away after the death of Joseph 
Smith. But, within the Church which was restored to the earth 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, there are no avenues by which 
the Saints lead God, but rather there are only paths Dy which 
we may follow God. 



1 could respect your opinion ii it were expressed within the 
context of a purely social institution. Educational, political, 
economic, social and other organizations can well be changed 
via your dissenting comments; but the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints (just as in the trying days of its existence 
in Illinois and Missouri,) is not to be an instrument in the 
hands of would-be reformers. The principles espoused by the 
Church a re eternal in nature and God’s own rinal judgement will 
decide the propriety of His laws and ordinances. 

Sincerely, 





Burbanx, California 91bu3 





"If you had been a life long active 
member of the church I do not believe 
that you would have made the 
irresponsible statements that you have 
made. I can only assume that in reality 
you have very little understanding 
of the teachings of the church." 
(Negative Letter 17) 



Dornbuschweg 13 
nest Germany 

Home address ■■HHPSBVI 

California 



kay 22, 1967 



tor. Stewart L. Ddall 
Secretary of Interior 
Sacramento California. 

Dear tor. Udalls 

I am writing to you concerning the article which appeared in the 
way 20, 1967 International Edition of The hew York Times. 

In this article you are quoted as calling upon all devout ij&tter- 
Jay Saints to admit Negroes to the Iriesthood, inferring by your 
statements that there is racial prejudice in the teachings of the 
church. In this same artiole you are presented as a life long 
member of the church. If you had been a lire long active member 
of the church 1 do not believe that you would have made the 
1 rren . onsibls statements that you have made. 1 I can only assume 
that in reality you have very littJe understanding of the teachings 
of the church. The great pity of this is that no one would have 
been in a better position than you to present the true beliefs 
of the Latter-Day b&ints to the public, since you hold public 
office. You nave failed in this, and in so doing you have failed 
a great many people who trusted you. 

T . . * 

it is apparent that you are attempting to use the church as a 

political tool against Governor George Homney in the forth coming 
general elections. Whatever you think of Governor Homney as a 
Presidential Candidate, is of course your priviledge, but in 
using your own interpretation of the teachings of the church to 
bias the mind of the public, you have gone to far! 

I only regret that 1 have helped to elect you to your office. 

1 will attempt to rectify my mistake in the next election. 

Yours Truly 







"I read your article in 'Dialogue' 
pertaining to the acceptance of the 
Negro into the Priesthood of our 
church and it brought to mind the 
saying "He who knows nothing, 
speaks most about it."" 

(Negative Letter 37) 
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GET OUT OF THE CHURCH 



Get Out of the Church 



If you don’t support the racist teachings of the 
church — then GET OUT!! This loving concept 
was communicated to Udall in a number of ways. 



"Of course if you covet the 
stewardship presently invested in 
President David O. McKay, then 

perhaps you might prefer to lead 
another dissenting group away 
from the Church — a move similar 
to that which was led away after 
the death of Joseph Smith." 
(Negative Letter 7) 
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May 20, 1967 

p 



Secretary of the Interior, 
Stewart L. Udall 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Udall: 
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I just finished reading the Los Angeles Times article, 

"End Mormon Racial Bias, Udall Urges." 1 felt it necessary 
to express my sympathy to you for your apparent lack of 
knowledge and testimony of the truthfulness of the Gospel. 



iou nave served witness to the entire world that tne presence 
of social needs is the basis lor latter-day revelation. If 
you had more faith, you might understand that the criteria for 
revelation are not man's needs but rather God's will. 

Our Church is not a democracy, nor has it ever pretended to be 
one; but rather it is a theocracy based on the authority given 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith via a visitation from God himself. 
Of course if you covet the stewardship presently invested in 
President David 0. McKay, then perhaps you might prefer to 
lead another dissenting group away from the Church — a move 
similar to that which was led away after the death of Joseph 
Smith. But, within the Church which was restored to the earth 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, there are no avenues by which 
the Saints lead God, but rather there are only paths Dy which 
we may follow God. 



l could respect your opinion ii it were expressed within the 
context of a purely social institution. Educational, political, 
economic, social and other organizations can well be changed 
via your dissenting comments; but the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints (just as in the trying days of its existence 
In Illinois and Missouri) is not to be an instrument in the 
hands of would-be reformers. The principles espoused by the 
Church a re eternal in nature and God's own final judgement will 
decide the propriety of His laws and ordinances. 

Sincerely, 





Burbanx, California 91bo3 





"If you don't fully understand your own 
religion - why don't you transfer to 
some other faith? It's obvious you 
don't understand your own church's 
teachings." 

(Negative Letter 9) 
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Negro Bias 
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Square 

luiry reported 
12 firemen 
) Madison 
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Governor George Rom- 
ney said yesterday that In- 
t e r i or Secretary Stewart 
Udall’s criticism of Mor- 



IL 



man racial doctrines "can- 
not serve any useful reli- 
gious purpose.” 

Uriah's statement came in 
a letter to Dialogue, which is 
a magazine published in Palo 
Alto, Calif., that provides a 
forum free of control by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. 

Udall, member of a pio- 
neer Mormon family, 
manded that his church re- 
soive its stand on Negroes 
and allow them full member- 
ship. 

Mormons welcome all 
races but withhold from 
Negroes membership in the 
priesthood orders to which 
virtually all other adult 
males belong. 

The church says the edict 
can be changed only if David 
O. McKay, president of the 
church, experiences “a di- 
vine revelation.” 

In answer to Udall’s view, 
Romney issued a statement 
which said: 

“In the light of the fact 
that church doctrine is not 
determined by the attitude 
and expression of the individ- 
ual members or the leader- 
ship, he knows, as do all oth- 
er informed members of my 
're** fftit h. that this method of ac- 
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New Italian j \ v 
Ambassador to 
U. S. Named 




Rome 



Egidio Ortona yesterday? .Wjshfijjton rr 
was appointed ambassador^ ^ .-riFanosj R a dir a n y i, the 
to Washington to succeed ^lungSfen d^omat. whe 



Sergio Fenoaltea, who re- 
signed last month in protest 
against Italy’s policy on Viet- 
nam. 

Ortona, 56, is director of 
the Foreign Ministry and 
previously was director of 
the Department of Economic 
Affairs. 

It is his second assignment 
to Washington. He was min- 
ister to the Italian Embassy 
there from 1944 to 1958. In 
1959, he was moved to New 
York as Italy's permanent 
representative to the United 
Nations. 

Re.u ter* 



eomplishing the religious ob- 
ject he seeks cannot serve 
any useful religious pur- 
pose.” 

Our Correspondent 

Vertifan Research 

San Diego 

The XV-5A Vertifan, a new 
research aircraft, will be 
transferred from its builders, 
Ryan Aeronautical Co., to the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration for a 
flight research program, 
Ryan announced yesterday. 

Atsociated Presi 



W|jy Red 



Defected 



defected t<T r the United 
States this week, indicated 
in a statement yesterday 
that he broke with his gov- 
ernment because of policy 
differences. 

It was reported that he be 
came disillusioned with his 
country’s role in efforts to 
settle the Vietnam war. 

“In recent months I came 
to realize that it was impossi- 
ble for me to act in good con- 
science and continue to be 
t h e representative of the 
Hungarian government to the 
American government,” the 
former Hungarian Charge 
d’Affaires said in a state- 
ment made available through 
the State Department 

Meanwhile it was learned 
that the Hungarian Foreign 
Ministry is sending a two- 
man team to Washington for 
a meeting with Radvanyi. 

The State Department, 
which announced on Wednes- 
day that Radvanyi’s request 
for asylum in this country 
had been granted, agreed to 
the meeting and Radvanyi 
consented to see his formef 
colleagues, officials said. 

Associate** Press 
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"...if I believed that my church was 
the last to receive the word of God, 
I would most assuredly change. 
Maybe this is the logical thing for 

you to do. Go with those who 
conform and adjust their doctrines to 

the popular notions of so-called 

// * * . * // // 

majorities. 

(Negative Letter 14) 
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"If our church is true that the policy is 
true and it is instigated by God not 
by man! if I were in your shoes I 
would make a public apology to our 
prophet David O McKay and Joseph 
Smith soon. If not I wouldn't 
consider myself a member of the 
church ( you have apostatized !) 
any more. If you do not do this I 
hope the authorities 
excommunicate you!" 

(Negative Letter 15) 
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"Should you persist in following the 
line of thought as outlined in the 
Arizona Republic, supposeingly over 
your name, I suggest that you 
request that your name be removed 
from the membership rolls of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints." 

(Negative Letter 30) 





SCRIPTURAL DEFENSE 



Scriptural Defense 



Many readers took it upon themselves to point out certain scriptures 
and church historical facts which support the racist teachings about 
the Priesthood ban. It is interesting to note that while the ban has 
been removed and the “folklore” has been disavowed — these 
scriptures remain cannon. Members have had to resort to distorted 
interpretation of these scriptures in order to avoid their obvious 
literal meanings. 



"For it is prescribed in the Scriptures. In the 

pearl of Great Price Abraham chapter 1 verse 27 it 
says "Now Pharaoh being of that lineage by which 
he could not have the right of Priesthood. ..." it 
mentions in verse 2 of the same chapter "...and 
thus, from Ham sprang that race which preserved 
the curse in the land." and this original curse is 
described in Moses chapter 7 verse 22 "and Enoch 
also beheld the residue of the people which were 
the sons of Adam; and they were a mixture of all 
the seed of Adam, save it the seed of Cain, for the 
seed of Cain were black, and had not place among 
them." The curse is further described in verses 36 
and 37 of Chapter 5 of Moses." 

(Negative Letter 10) 
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"The teachings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith were that the Negro cannot hold 
the priesthood. He had his chance of the 
pre-existence and he rejected it." 

(Negative Letter 13) 
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"You call for a resolution of the Negro 
problem within the church but not by what 
you refer to as "pious moralistic platitudes." 
May I ask you to what are you referring. Is 

the Book of Mormon a "pious moralistic" 
platitude?" Are the Pearl of Great Price, 
Doctrine and Covenants and Bible "pious 
moralistic platitudes?" Indeed is modern 
revelation a "pious moralistic platitude? 



May 23, 1967 




Dear Mr. Udall, 

• ft 'tain tne l^st Tew months I have read 
wi ,.h much interest your '/lews on the rormon 
Church and the We^ro. As you well know, your 
comments extend Tar heyond Washin^’ton — as a 
matter of fact, they reach all parts of the 
United States, Mexico, Canada and I suppose 
o trier countries abroad* Through the great 
news media of our day, your daily comments 
may be read from a daiHy newspaper, heard 
on radio and even seen on televi sion just 
one day after you have spoken. You are, then, 
aware of your great influence in the world 
toisy. Therefore , your comments must be well 
founded and sound — they must be based on truth* 

For this reason I am writing to you. I 
can lot understand your thinking on the Tegro 
issue and J believe you are damagi ng yourself, 
the c "lurch and mankind in general by your 

statements which are to me, completely unreal- 
i sti c • 

You call for a resolution of the 'Tegro 
problem wi thin the church but not by what you 
refer to as "pious moralistic platitudes. " 

May I ask you to what are you referring. Is 
the Book of rormon a "pious moralistic plati- 
tude?" Are the Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine 
and Covenants and Bible "pious moralistic 
platitudes?" Indeed is modern revelation a 
"pious moralistic platitude?" 

It seems to me that you have one foot in 
the church, one foot in your governmental job 
and an extra foot in you r mouth. How can you 
pos Jibly accept Joseph Smith as a Prophet of 
God, the Book of Formon and other canonized 
books as devinely inspired and then defy the 
living Prophet. The only answer I can find is 
that you do not believe in the restoration of 
the Gospel and therefore it is quite easy to 
defy the Jrophet and recomi end changes in doc- 






...I cannot understand your statements 
in light of the following scriptures: 
Moses 7:8 ...Moses 7:12 ...Moses 7:22 
...Abraham 1:27 ...Ezra 2:62 - Udall, I 
presume you are quite familiar with the 
scriptures both Ancient and modern 
and therefore, there was no need for 
me to quote scriptures. I know, that 
no doctrinal changes will come 
through, secular pressure." 

(Negative Letter 22) 



3 



’ 1 presume you are suite 
familiar wit a the scriptures both ancient 
and modern and therefore, there was no 
aeen for ne to quote scriptures. I know, 
that no doctrinal changes will come through 
seen, nr pressure. The lord's purposes ’.dll 
cove on. You must realize that the I'ormon 
C surer, a g, in actuality, the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Evidence, both scientific and 
spiritual -.taments to t fact and 

any sincere n arson would believe thi 3 
message. You must humble yourself from 
your high throne and seek the scriptures 
before seeking doctrinal change through 
changing social conditions. We are not 
Catnolics, Hr. Udall. .Then the time comes, 
The lord vri.ll speak but not through the 
Secretary of the Interior or any other branch 
of the government. 




SIRSIY THE JOED GOD WILL DO UOTHT TO, 
BUT HE REVEALETH HIS SECRET Iff TO 
HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS. 

Amos 3:7 






"I read with disgust your article "Udall 
prods Mormons to Solve Negro Issue" 
...You evidently have not studied the 
Scriptures as it pertains to the Negro ... 
Had you studied the Scriptures in 
regards to the Negro you would not 
permitted the above mentioned article 
over your name.... 




...I suggest that you read the following 
before you indulge in any more articles 
on the Negro question: (1) Mormonism 
and the Negro by John J Stewart 
supplemented by William E Barrett. I 
suggest that you study the references 
given in this book. (2) The Book of Moses 
(Pearl of Great Price). (3) Genesis 9:25-26 
(4) Numbers 25:16-18 (segregation) (5) 
Genesis 9:25-26 (6) Genesis 28:1 " 
(Negative Letter 30) 



YOUR LETTER WAS AN 

ATTACK 






Your letter was an attack 




By framing Udall’s letter as an attack, readers could then take 
the role of the victim. This distracts from the issue at hand. 



"It was with regret that I read of your 
attack upon the church in the 

Deseret news. When a member of the 
church raises the Negro issue as you 
have done you really telling the world 
that you do not believe we have 
prophets and are guided by God 
through divine communication." 
(Negative Letter 1 3) 
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May 23, 1967 




"I cannot understand your thinking on 
the Negro issue and I believe you are 
damaging yourself, the church and 
mankind in general by your statements 
which are to me, completely unrealistic." 
(Negative Letter 22) 



Dear Mr. Udall, 

... the last few months I have read 

interest your '/lews on the Mormon 
Church and the lfesro. As you well know, your 
comments extend far beyond Washington— as' a 
matter of fact, they reach all parts of the 
JniLetf States, Mexico, Canada and I suppose 
other countries abroad* Through the great 
news media of our day, your daily comments 
1 "ny be read rom a daily newspaper, heard 
on radio and even seen on television just 
one lay after you have spoken* You are, then, 
aware of your great influence in the world 
fcodsy. Therefore, your comments must be well 
founded and sound — they must be based on truth. 

For this reason I am wri. ting to you. I 
can lot understand your thinking on the Tegro 
issue and I believe you are damaging yourself, 
the church and mankind in general by your 

statements which are to ne, completely unreal- 
i sti c • 

You call for a resolution of the Jegro 
problem within the church but not by what you 
refer to as ”pious moralistic platitudes.” 

May I ask you to what are you referring. Is 
the Book of Mormon a ”pious moralistic plati- 
tude?” Are the Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine 
and Covenants and Bible ”pious moralistic 
platitudes?” Indeed is modern revelation a 
”pious mo ntic pH ?” 

It seems to me that you have one foot in 
the church, one foot in your governmental job 
and an extra foot in your mouth. How can you 
possibly accept Joseph Smith as a Prophet of 
God, the Book of homon and other canonized 
books as devinely inspired and then defy the 
living Prophet. The o'lly answer I can find is 
that you do not believe in the restoration of 
the Gospel and therefore it is puite easy to 
defy the Irophet and recommend changes in doc- 



GOD SUPPORTS 
SEGREGATION 



God Supports Segregation 



Some people looked to scripture to see segregation a divine attribute. 
This is a common defense of the Priesthood ban — even today. 



"When the Lord chose the nations to 
which the spirits were to come, 
determining that some would be 
Japanese and some would be Chinese 
and some Negroes and some Americans 
engaged in active segregation. When he 
preserve his people Israel in Egypt 400 
years, he engaged in active 
segregation. The Jews were 
segregated and also the Mormons." 
(Negative Letter 1 3) 
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idano .rails, Idaho 6y4ul 



"...USA is a Pologot people of many 
nations, there would be confusion if 
both whites and blacks were the 
Priesthood, so in my opinion in USA it is 
reserved to the Whites and they are 
"duty bound as God's servants" to 
Bless the Blacks with the Priesthood" 
(Negative Letter 1 8) 



j*ay 22, 1967. 



Stewart Odall 
Secretary 
of 

department oi Interior; 

,»ashigton LO. 

near brother odall. 

perhaps you are not aware oi all tne juiAuS oi our ^reat 
Church of Jesus Christ oi natter day Saints, so I am 
join^ to tell you, that we not only do missionary tfork 
amoxng the nawaians, Samoans, fon-ans but there has oeen 
or anizea a or nch of the Ionian mission in the Fiji Is- 
ianus for tne Fijians, now the Fijians are not Polonesians, 
ihey are melenesians k if I spelled it ri^ht; ana unis has 
been O oin, on ior some years, if you have oeen readin^ tne 
Sra there was a picture oi some oi the Fiji srothern in it 
v, just , uessiiio 4 years a^o; a nti 1 am oi the opinion fhay 
ha d recievea the Priesthood* Why? on one ojl r resident mCivay 
-*s visits to xon 0 a, the e was some ^rdainin 0 and one srotne 
tnere was riot caiiea and i>ro. men ay askea why ana they tolui 
him tne brother was part Fijian anti coula not have the rri- 
esthoou, 1 , now ix it was on president ^cae.j'5 lirst visit 
ne was then only a memoer oi the 12 out ii the n st Visit 
then he was presiaent oi the church"; president mcnay said, 
"Ordain aim" anu ns was oraainea, this was tola me by MM 
then presiaent ox the ion^n mission ana I'm sure 
Pres. Coomos now residing in salt nake City woula tell you 
tne same and also now -he work was progressing in Fiji ana 
pres, is as near’ to you as your lellephone my iiife 

and I talKea to him nast pall to Congratulate him on celeb- 
rating, their golden tfedaing, via Phone. 

now the nord aoes his work oruilary, a whore bation v, FijiJ 
Act of the Apostles nef ins a ^a-ion as "One People", now 
Ubn is a Polo, ot people of many nations, there would be 
coniusion if' ooth whit s ana slacks were the Priesthood, so 
in my oppinion in uoa it is reserved to the ,<hitesand they 
are"auty nouna as ood's servants" to nless the slacks with 
the Pries thooa, out as is rumorea Ii the church sets up a 
iviission in Lioeria in Africa where they are all olack, they 
as they "oecome Worthy" it wouldn't surprise me ii they were 
Ordained to tne Priesthood to be tne uord's servants to tner 
own people or otners ii -hey wantea Priesthood help. » ( ho can 
sij «no\jhall oe a oa's bervantsV only cod says "wno can oe 
uiy Servant or when they shall oe called' 1 now ii the ",rork" 
amoun, the Clack men is reserved till the Last, who can 
Change it or what wil the .stack men Loosevw ihen oilow 
the Dlack men are tne liea thens and who is "now" ieexin^, 
sorry ior the heathens? VV Certainly tnere are nlacK men 

w:i0 cou ^ <i uecoiiie "worthy" perhaps now, out if the nord 




"It was God who divided unto 
nations their inheritances and se 

bounds of the people. Deut 37, 7, 
was He who made all nations 
determined when when and where. 

17, 26." 

(Negative Letter 1 9) 



the 

the 

8. It 

and 

Acts 







r\ » 



tXeT'/^ ^ ^.^*^37, 7S. 

JUsii***.*-*-*-^ AcZ> //, ?/, 




yU' A 





*lhuis¥ 

^L^yt^ja- ^2-^' 

? &c 





Cyyyui. 



A^O 











"Judaism teaches only the tribe of LEVI 
(whites) are priests (kohanim), Gentiles and 
negroes cannot hold the priesthood. God 
said to Israel that Israel would be to Him a 
kingdom of priests, negroes are imposters 
pretending to be priests of God! ... God is a 
Racist! Many people of white race are 
Israelites. Original (true) Israelites are a 
White Race. Israelites were told not to marry 
with other races of people. State of Israel law 
forbids a Jew to marry a non Jew.... Jesus 
Christ was a racist!" 

(Negative Letter 20) 
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"Although your statements may have caused 

untold damage or harm to our church I hope 
you can discuss this with your Bishop. Then 
you will understand this very important truth 
that our church doesn't teach the doctrine 
of men but of our Father in Heaven. Since 
this is true the very character of Mormonism 
can't be distorted or crippled by adherence 
to what our Heavenly Father has revealed." 
(Negative Letter 35) 





"To your way of thinking, a true Latter-Day 
Saint may be a bigot and may not conform 
to "the great stream of modern and social 
thoughts" but at least true believers know 
that our Prophet's wisdom is far greater 
than that of others existing on earth today 
and we dare not undo revelation that took 
the struggle of thousands of people, many of 
whom lost their lives, to defend!" 

(Negative Letter 40) 




Burbank, California 91506 



Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I'm enclosing an article which I suggest you 
read c I ose I y for I'm truly concerned how you, 
as a "Latter-Day Saint", can castigate our 
church in such an unjust manner. 

To your way of thinking, a true Latter-Day Saint 
may be a bigot and may not conform to "the 
great stream of modern and social thoughts" 
but at I east true believers know that our Prophet's 
wisdom is far greater than that of others existing 
on earth today -- and we dare not undo revelation 
that took the struggle of thousands of people, 
many of whom lost their lives, to defend! 

I suggest you reconsider your unrelenting and 
unpopular viewpoint -- for your own sake. 




June 14th 







SPECIAL MENTION 



Special Mention 
















There are a few letters which are diffi cult to categorize. One 
includes a comparison with the Catholic doctrine of 
transubstantiation, which, if taken literally, means that “every 
Catholic is a cannibal!” The author then goes on to urge Udall to 
take a stand against Catholic cannibalism as well, (see letter 20) 

Another remarkable letter is one that was sent in by a primary 
age child: 






"I am 13 years old, and I am a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I have just 
read an article in the Honolulu Advertiser which said 
that you urged the Church to change it's attitude as 

far as the Negroes go. I firmly believe that the 
Church is divinely inspired as are ALL of it's 
teachings. ... If you really consider yourself to be a 
member of the Church, then you would realize that 
we practice not letting Negroes hold the 
Priesthood because we have been commanded to 
do so by our Heavenly Father. ...I must say, I am 
very disappointed in you. You may or may not realize 
it but you have sorely hurt the Church. I doubt if 
this will change your thinking any, however I felt that I 
should tell you that both my mother and I am 
disappointed in you. Wouldn't you be if the person 
you voted for wasn't all you had thought he was?" 
(Negative Letter 32) 



Stewart L. TTdall 
Secretary of Interior 



Mr. Udall , 

My name is I am 13 years old, 

and I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. I have just read an article in the 
Honolulu Advertiser which said that you urged the Church 
to change it’s attitude as far as the Negroes go. I 
firmly believe that the Church is divinely inspired 
as are ALL of it f s teachings. I take into account the 
fact that some of the things that the newspaper said 
could have been inaccurate, but some if not all of it 
must be true. I’m sure you are an intelligent person 
as you would have to be to be elected to serve for the 
State of Arizona, (where incidentaly I was bom), and 
later to be in the President’s Cabinet. If you really 
consider yourself to be a member of the Church, then you 
would realize that we practice not letting Negroes hold 
the Priesthood because we have been commanded to do so 
by our Heavenly Father. I certainly hope that you did 
not think this when you were a missionary. I have known 
many faithful missionaries including those which brought 
my family into the Church. I don’t believe that I would 
want any of my friends to be taught the Gospel by anyone 
who did not have the understanding of the Gospel or the 
faith to believe in it himself. I must say, I am very 
disappointed in you. You may or may not realize it but 
you have sorely hurt the Church. I doubt if this will 
change your thinking any, however I felt that I should 
tell you that both my mother and I am disappointed in 
you. "wouldn’t you be if the person you voted for wasn’t 
all you had thou^it he was? 





Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 









Special Mention 




Finally, a member from California wrote and 
castigated Stewart Udall and all other church 
members who bear the name Udall in a remarkable fit 
of linguistic barbs: 



"my husband knew and grew up with 

all the numerous Udalls and know 
what they would do for their own 
skin for their own point and now we 
have one of your family (to put up 
with) in our ward. Studio City, 
Burbank Stake, California and he is 
just your type and no one "loves" 
him." 

(Negative Letter 46) 




m 



North Hollywood, Calif ornia. 
July 19,1967. 



Mr. Stewart Udall, 
Secretary o f interior, 
U.S. CAPITOL, 
Washington,D.C . 

Dear Sir: 
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The inclosed clipping is "Self" exp lan at or y- .and 
disgrace for you, claiming (if you do) to be a member of 

our church. W e wonder who you think you are , a "perfect" 

big shot, telling the rest of the members what to do in 

a very"sticky" question. We do not need your advice as 

as we know your origin, Arizona wilds, bragging,bragging 

your young life away and we know now what you "wouldn’t" 
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i«iy husband knew ana grew up with all the numerous: 
Udalls and know what they would do for tieir own skiiji for 
their own point and now we haveone of your family ^to put 
up with) in our ward, Studio City, Burbank Stake, Calif ornia 
and he is just your type and no one "loves" him. Mr. Douglas 
Udall. 

We say again, "Just who do you thi-k you are writing 
like that. At least spare vour church public news like that # 



We are going to see that you don’t get "in" the 



Government again, you have had your say. 



CONCLUSION 



Conclusion 



Gordon B Hinkley taught that if you don’t 
stand for something, then you will fall for 
anything. In 1967, at the time of Udall’s letter, 
every single one of the members who wrote to 
him were standing for something. They were 
standing up for the teachings of the Scriptures, 
the modern prophets and their religion. 






THE NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLER 






STANDING 

FOR 

SOMETHING 

10 NEGLECTED VIRTUES 
THAT WILL HEAL OUR 
HEARTS AND HOMES 

GORDON B. 

HINCKLEY 

FOREWORD BY MIKE WALLACE 




Conclusion 



Mormon’s asking themselves “whose on the 
Lord’s side, who?” knew that they stood with 
God because they were repeating the teachings 
of the Church leaders. They would see Udall’s 
letter as an affront to the Church and to the 
doctrine of God. By attacking Udall — they 
believed they were taking the Lord’s side and 
defending the truth. 



Conclusion 



Looking back, we see these exchanges in a 
different light. Udall was standing for truth 
while the members were standing for error. 
Udall was on the side of brotherhood, while 
the members who attacked him were on the 
side of a doctrine of religiously sanctioned hate 
and white supremacy — things which could not 
be of the Lord. 



Conclusion 



Like crabs attacking any of their own who 
try to elevate themselves — church 
members all around the nation tried to 
tear down U dall for rising above dogmatic 
racism. 




Conclusion 











I have no doubt that some people will ask why it is 
that I would dwell on all of these hateful things 
written in the letters to Udall. “Those are all old 
backwards notions that are not a part of the Church 
today!” — Is that true? I have spoken with a board 
member of Ordain Women and they have received 
messages from members with the exact same sorts of 
arguments. I have seen numerous Facebook 
discussions about dealing with LGBT members that 
read very similarly. The ban has been lifted, but the 
culture which prompted these letters has not changed. 





ORDAIN 

WOMEN 

.ORG 



MORMON 

WOMEN 
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Conclusion 



When Ordain Women board members are lectured that 
women are better off without the Priesthood or 
incompatible with those responsibilities — we are reminded 
that members still value dogma and paternalism over 
thoughtful questioning and empathy. We see the same 
threads of the primacy of obedience and deference to 
church leaders when members who express support for 
women ordination are assumed to be in apostasy and told 
that they are in the wrong church and should go start their 
own. The same close-minded attitude towards outsiders is 
revealed when members disregard non-mormon pleas for 
inclusive weddings that welcome all family members apart 
from temple sealings, without a year-long wait. 



Conclusion 



















Underlying all of these cultural attitudes is the 
unquestioned premise that the leaders who 
interpret and reveal doctrine are correct simply 
because they hold positions of authority in the 
church. The unfortunate result of this premise is 
that without any critical thought, earnest 
empathy, or introspection — members feel 
empowered to tear down people who find a 
moral footing outside of the orthodox dogma of 
the church. 



1 54 Including the building of the 

"temples and the performance of 
j ordinances therein for the redemp- 
tion of the b dead, were also in the 
spirit world . 

55 I observed that they were also 
among the "noble and great ones 
who were b chosen in the beginning 
to be rulers in the Church of God. 

56 Even before they were born, 
they, with many others, received 
their first "lessons in the world of 
spirits and were b prepared to come 
forth in the due c time of the Lord 
to labor in his d vineyard for the sal- 
vation of the souls of men. 
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Conclusion 



This lamentable situation creates a membership that 
is inexperienced in analyzing complex moral issues 
without the crutch of an appeal to authority. Their 
answer to the relevant questions invariably can be 
traced to a church leader who issued a decree which 
is then believed on the basis of an assumed divine 
appointment. The practice of starting with a root 
moral principle and reasoning through an issue on 
the merit of one’s own conscience and without a 
deference to church authority is a skill that is being 
left to the “Jack Mormon’s” of the world like Udall in 
his day. 














Conclusion 



Let’s learn from the past. When the dialogue has devolved into echoes of 
the sentiments we see in the above letters, step back and remember that 
Church leaders have been wrong before. Their error seeped into the 
hearts of the membership and gave sanction to hate. If we are to avoid the 
same mistake, we must each find our own conscience and not simply 
outsource our morality to men who have betrayed that trust in the past. 
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